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ON A PAVED HIGHWAY 


MEXICO CITY 


& As IN old Rome. the saying in modern 
: S AN MIGUEL Allende. in the state of Guanajuato and Mexico is that all roads lead to Mexico 


City. Capital of the country and a bustling 
229 miles north Mexico City. is one of the city of more than three million inhabitants, 


towns that had to be included in the highway program Mexico City is the veritable center of an : 
/ of modern Mexico because of its unique appeal to tourists ever-expanding highway system. : 
and students. i 
Petroleos Mexicanos (Mexican Petroleum 
esent j " Administration) has backed this national ef- 
Ry was bad fort to link the most remote sections of the | 
4 ae & country with its Capital by promoting one of 
remains of the original Amerindian site, known as Izcuinapan. the biggest highway construction programs 
5 in the world. 
A few years after the Spanish Conquest by Hernan Cor- { i 
tés, in 1521, the adventuring Franciscan monk, Fra Juan de Petroleos Mexicanos, known as Pemex : 4 
San Miguel. founded on the outskirts of Izcuinapan the town throughout Mexico, has contributed to this ; 
known then as San Miguel el Grande, and the first church program with millions of peses in taxes every 


year, by supplying petroleum derivatives for 
highway construction, by building service 
: 3 stations on all principal highways in towns 

The construction of the present monumenta: church was and in cities. by producing first-grade lubri- 
started during the first years of the 18th century. cants. and refining the high octane motor 
fuels. Mexolina and Super Mexolina 


was constructed there by his order. 


The name San Miguel el Grande was changed in the 
19th century to San Miguel Allende, in honor of Ignacio 
Allende. one of the principal leaders of Mexico's struggle for 
treedom from Spain. 


Built on a hiliside, San Miguel Ailende has uneaven and ie «il a.” 
winding streets, which is one of its charms. Its altitude of ( 
7,340 feet gives it a mild and pleasant climate. \ 


PETROLEOS MEXICANOS 


Mexican Petroleum Administration 
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Hospitality keynotes gracious living in Mexico... 


Land of contrast and charm. 


Here yeu will find remance and excitement: 


sightseeing. resting and relaxing a-aidst exotic. co- 
lorful surroundings. 
You will experience unforgettable thrills ex- 


ploring vestiges of ancient civilization and when 


shopping in picturesque villages for unbelievably 


teautiful handmade arts and crafts. 


Everywhere ideal, springlike wether. and colonial cities with 20th 


Century conveniences. 


And... trare! is so very inex pensive in Mexico 
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Come to Mexico, by train. by plane or in your own car. Plan now to visit 


Mexico... for the gayest. most stimulating, most glorious vacation ever! 


i For further information. write to a 
DIRECCION GENERAL DE TURISMO 
i Avenida Juarez 89 IMexico City. Mexico 


Cable address: Di - GE - TUR 
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VISITORS IN MEXICO: 


Carry back with you the most memorable 


souvenir of your Mexican Visit 


Subscribe to 


Mexican Life 


Mexico's Monthly Review 
Now in its 28th year of publication. 


A subscription to this unique magazine-the oldest and finest of its 
kind in all Latin America- will renew your Mexican impressions each month 
as well as contribute a great deal toward your knowledge of this country. 


Use the coupon below and multiply your enjoyment of Mexico, 


Retes: in U S. A. or Canada - Two Dollars 50 cents tor one year, In 
Menico 12.00 Pesos. In England and on ihe Continent, Five Dollars. 


Mexican Lite 


Uruquey 3 Mexico City Mexico 


Please send. me “MEXICAN LIFE” tor one year, starting with the 


| enciose (check of money order). 


Name 


Streer 


City _ State 


Please send to the following names “MEXICAN LIFE” for one year, starting with 
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Strides of Economic Progress 


HEN President Miguel Aleman took over his 
high post five and a halt vears igo he de 
clared that the task of his government 
would be centered on the basic aim ot com- 

batting poverty, that if was his purpose to seek every 
means Whereby the living standards of the masses 
could attain a higher level. pursuing this 
President Aleman did not depart from the poliey con 
sistently maintained by the preceding administrations 
during the past twenty-five vears. Each go, ernment 
has sought this goal only mm his case th pursuit 
having been based onion thoroughly formulated com 
prehensive program brought about most abundant re 
sults 

Now, that President Aleman’s term in office is in 
its conclusive months, we can estimate to what extent 
his program has been effective. Remaining faithful 
to his pledge, the task he has imposed upen his govern 
ment has heen indeed characterized by a yustained, 
systematic and nation-wide effort to alleviate common 
poverty by increasing the scope of national produe 
thon 

The following authoritative tigures reveal the 
exact progress that has been achieved during ‘he first 
four years of the present administration, or from 1946 
to the end of 1950 

Taking the figure of 100 as representing the gross 
volume of national production in 1939, the index for 
1946 was that of 124.5. rising to IS3.8 for "951. In 
agriculture, the production of corn, the country’s ba- 
sie food erop, rose from 3,800,000 tons in 1946 to 4.700, 
OOO tons in 1950. Wheat production increased during 
the same period from 340,000 tons to 587,000 tons: that 
of rice from 139,000 tons to 186.600 tons, and that of 
cotton, which in 1946 amounted to 91,000 tons, rose 
to 263,000 tons in 1950. The rise in production of su- 
gar-cane represents from 7,196,000 tons to 9 518,000 
An increase of corresponding proportions has been 
achieved in practically all the minor crops 

An equally impressive increase in volume of pre- 
duction has been achieved in the industrial field. Bas- 
ing this volume on the index figure of 100 in 1939, 
the increase in its three major branches is as follows: 
manufacture. 174.6 in 1946, increased to 228.2 in 1950; 
eleetric power, from 154.7 to 179.1, and petroleum, 
from 128 to 171.2. 

While complete figures for the year 1951 are yet 
unavailable, it is officially estimated that the general 
increase in production has exceeded that of the pre- 
vious year. 

Gross national income, which in 1939 was that 
5,670,000,000,00 pesos, ascended in 1946 to 22.5.30,000,- 
000.00 and to pesos in 1950. Consi- 
dering, however, the marked increase in prices during 
the above period, and basing the ealeulation on the 
real value of the peso as that which prevailed in 1955, 
the national income in 1939 was that of 4,460,000,000,- 
00 pesos; in 1946 of 7,.900,000,000,00, and in 1950 of 
pesos. 

Divided per capita, the gross increase in the na- 
tional income, caleulated on the index figure of 100 
in 1939, represented 147 in 1946 and 161 in 1950. That 


Is to say, the inerease in individual income during the 
first four years of the present regime has been appre 
Ximately that of fifteen percent. Thus there earn be ne 
doubt regarding the improvement in the living condi 
tions of Mexico's population. Fifteen percent may not 
be a spectacular improvement. It does not actually 
represent the liquidation of poverty. But for a eoun 
try the large bulk of whose population has existed 
through centuries in dire want, it is a signal step for 
ward. This improvement, moreover, represents but 
the initial benefits of the vast program of industrializa 
tion, electrification, reclamation of seil through irri 
gation, and the extension of railways and highways 
carried out by the gevernment of Miguel Aleman. Its 
ultimate benefits will acerue in future years 

It can be said that the economie poliey followed 
by this government during the past five years has 
brought about the greatest impetus of materie! deve 
lopment in the country’s entire history, and that this 
development has been achieved through the employ 
ment of its own material resources of capital and hu 
man energy, without mortgaging its future with onet 
ous debt, For its official program has been financed 
almost entirely with allotments from annual federal 
budgets and through the operation of internal ere 
«its 

Industrialization has been achieved largely with 
funds derived from the sale of bonds issued by the 
government-conducted institution, Nacional Finaneie 
ra, whose present total emission amounts te 1,200,000, 
000,00 pesos. Being held by banks and numerous in 
dividual investors, these bonds attest wide publie eon- 
fidence in the official financing institution. A simi 
lar confidence in the country’s future has been reveal- 
ed by the public in the acquisition of Saving Certifi 
cates issued by the government-operated Patronato del 
Ahorro Nacional. This institution, likewise serving to 
finance industrial enterprise, has raised during the 
past twenty months 125,000,000,00 pesos from the sale 
of certificates to more than forty thousand small in 
vestors. While technically the bonds issued by both 
government institutions may be classed as a public 
debt. in reality, these institutions are rendering a bank 
ing service of borrowing money from the publie and 
lending it to industrial concerns upen conditions of 
full security 

In addition to internal credit, the goverament's 
program has been facilitated by the long-term, low 
interest loans from the U.S. Import-Export Bank and 
various private banks in the United States, whieh 
amount in total to 335,000,000,00 dollars. OF these 
available loans, however, the government has drawn to 
date 194,000,000.00 dollars and has liquidated 83,000_. 
OO00OD0, which leaves an outstanding debt of 111,000,- 
000,00 dollars 

The figures presented above reveal to what ex 
tent President Aleman has realized his goal. No gov 
ernment can achieve a definitive task. The task carried 
out by Miguel Aleman, defining vast material progress, 
represents a brilliant phase of national endeavour. It 
sets a giowing example as well as a course for the fu- 
ture government to follow. 
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Charro 


S long as he 


remembers. Vietor has 


jaripes.” As a he 


taken part ix the 
rode the bull) ard he beasts that chere wa 
As a man 


tes eld amel for suee Sorte beenking exereme, he 


never one that could unseat him 


performs with horse and lariat 

Vietor shares a small eattle ranch with three 
brothers, While his brothers stoically accept the mo 
notenous round asking nothing mere, he lives only 
for the There, competing with his peers 
for the thandering applatwe of the moultituce, he is the 
here of hin 

fn villages and on ranches wherever cattle are 
th is the big event of the Lenten 
From the highty commerealized bullfighting 

Mexico ¢ whose star nre often ported fren 
te thos proopele rember open te any fearless foul 


or knowing cowran, Is as Tar as from Halls wood fe 


a eountey fat The is the natural tlowet 
of life on the range 
As in our western rodeo and in the eourses cles 
taureaus of southern Mranee, the bulls are not killed 
cow practieal nine wee volted by the lew 
for sport such a’ tluable and valiont 


Charro. Wax Scuilpiure By Luis Hidalgo 


1952 


May. 


By Sylvia Martin 


aha in the contest of man against beast, if the 
man is ingured or killed, more glory to the beast 
Even if Vietor (romez were the greatest cow hwy on 
earth, he best efforts couldn t change the fact that 
the bull is the star performer of the ‘jaripes. 

The itlage of Amatitlan centers on Wide dirt 
pinza surrounded by same trees About ao 
wtore Easter, piles of hoards appear around the pla- 
a and one boorning a ring ol erude wooden bleach- 
ers amd fences rises under the sabinos The plaza 
becomes ut arena 

While the stands are hammered together al! 
through the countryside men groom their horses, pol 
ish saddies, and buy new serapes sombreros, and 
kerehiefs to make a brave appearance, In patios and 
compounds, on the trails and in the fields, boys are 
practicing sidesteps and gr veeftul turns, using an old 
rag or a torn shirt when they cannot dig up a cape. 
Mans a amily dog In pressed inte the role «ol bull 

In Amatitian, meanwhile, the village authorities 


are preoccupied. They are charge but only one 

part of the arrangements tre ubles them the hulls 
kor th rest. sinee the jaripes In a very old 

fiesta. it more or less builds itself. The band, for 


example, is the same that has always played Through 
the vears its membership may change, man by man, 
but it remains the same five-prece ensemble deliver 
ing its fixed repertoire of three selections with a dis 
cordance so familiar that any improvement would be 
ill handlers, ticket 


peddlers all know their 


a form of treason. The carpenters 


sellers 


duties as af they were born for that and nothing else 
Mexicans are not efficient as we claim to know effi 
ciency, and yet few of our organizations could put on 


in event the size of a ‘‘jaripeo"’ with so little waste 


bent 

But the bulls! On them is staked the prestige 
of Amatitiin. A Ferdinand who aust be roped. pul 
led. and prodded inte the arena and who, instead of 
breathing tire, ambles about trying to make friends, 
brings down jeers whose lasting memory mnas endan 
ver the suceess of next Vears “Jaripes 

The bulls are rented for the ocenston ran 
ches and neighboring villages. their number depend 
ing on Amatithin’s resourees. When the call goes out 
there is no need for Amatithin to speeify, ‘‘send us 
ruick-footed ‘tores’ with murder their hearts.”’ 
hive knows what is wat teal But the bull 
as triek) 


has strolled mte the ring and planted himself in ot 


femperament Many notoriotis killer 


stinate retleetion 

There is ne nhoetnecment, that even by word of 
mouth, about when the ‘laripea”™’ will begin We 
all know it vill be on a Sunday afternoon, and that 
it will eontinue for every Sunday thereafter until 
Easter. Yet somehow on the first Sunday we are all 
there newhbeors, friends, children, visiting villagers, 
Turiners, une eowhovs 

When [| passed the plaza vesterday it was as le- 
serted as a geavevard, Today it is alive. The booths 
selling coid crinks. ices, tabaceo, fruit where did 
they eome trom | hear the bared playing selection 
number one, whieh means that a bull is in the ring 
Wandering under the stands in search of a ticket 
seller look up to the messed seated rears of 


Continued on page 62 
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“Bey at Acapulco.” Water Color. 


Ma and Junior 


HE ueerest guests ever had in my hotel 

Realmente, Sefor, that is a hard question to 

answer, ve had many queer ones the 

five years, but to my mind, Ma and Junior were 
the queerest, | don’t know them by any other name 
bet Ma and Junior. Dids mio, what a pair!”’ 

Tell me about them.’’ | said. And Don Antonie 
sucked at the straw of his Planter’s Punch, wiped the 
perspiration from his forehead and tlabby neck, clear 
ed the phlegm from his throat and began 

**Muy bien, Sefer, aqui esta. Ma and Junior came 
to my hotel about a yerer age. They hailed from 
sone littl town in Arkansas and had come by bus 
from Mexico City to Aeapuleo. Never in my life had 
I seen such a couple. Ma who couldn't have been a 
day under seventy had a face like a vulture: beady 
black eves, a bony hooked nose, thin bloodless lips 
and a wattle of skin that hung leose from her chin 
Si, Sefior, | do not exaggerate, She reminded me im 
riediately of a vulture. Moreover she was very skit 
ny and short and she was dressed in black elear te 
her shoes execpt for an enormous hat which T never 
‘aw in Mexico until the tourists came. And Junior 
valgame ids, Junior was about fifty and very tall 
and as round as a barrel. Apart from a few strands 
of blond hair in front he was bald. His face was lke 
a baby’s Sefier, just like a pink fai cheeks 
bright red tips, blue eves and hardly any beard at all 
It was only beeause | am a hotel man that T was able 


to keen a straight face 

‘*Bien, Sefer. They registered at my hotel and 
I gave them one of my smallest cabins near the beach 
The only request they made | remember, was that the 
maid was not to clean their room. | thought at first 
they were man and wife because their name was the 
same and because the old lady seemed to henpeck Ju 


By Myrtle Frankows's. 


By Kim Schee 


nior a lot. But a gringo at my hotel who sperks good 
Spanish soon put me straight and explained to me 
what Ma end Junior meant. From that time on 1 was 
curious and kept pretty close ta’s ow their domes 
They hadu't been at the hotel long before thes 
fell into a strange sort of routine. They got up early 
in the morning, had their brakfast and would piek up 
their box lunch whieh they'd ordered the night. be 
fore, They never talked to any one and seldom ex 
changed a word between themselves. Then they'd geo 
down to the beach, she rigged out in an old-fashion 
ed black bathing suit and he in a pair of sneakers 
and an old striped sweater and they would get into 
a delapidated row-boat they had hired by the week 
and off they'd go to a deserted isiand abou a mile’s 
distance from the shore, Junior sitting at the oar- 
locks like an over grown lobster and Ma behind, look 
ing like a vulture. They'd stay there all day until 
sunset aml then they'd come back to the hotel for 
supper and after supper they'd return to their eabin 
Their routine never changed, Just how they passed 
the day on that God-forsaken islaed no one could fi 
gure out. They never took anythivge with them to 
help pass the day. like fishing tackle or reading mat 
ter, Some of the guests had some pretty clever sugges 
tions to offer, but T won't #o inte that I made up 
my mind to find out what they did. It's one of the 
few times in my life | have bothered to find out how 
my guests occupy themselves. As a hotel man I learn- 
ed a long time avo that it’s bad peliey. Si, Sefior, a 
very bad poliey 
didn't go to the island. but onee. when they 
were away, | went te their cabin and what do vou think 
IT saw’? No le hace. Sefior, you'd never guess in a thou 
sand years. Shells, Sefior, sea-shells Hundreds of them 
Continued on page 5° 
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Tehuenas. Water Color 


By Roberto de ja Cueva de! Rio 


Ixtepec by Night and Day 


HAT night ia Ixtepee we dined well enough in 

a drab restaurant facing the railroad tracks 

We had fish fresh from the Pacific, stewed rab- 

bit, fried chicken, rice, and tomatoes, with thiek 
slices of luscious pineapple for dessert. The price per 
person was forty-odd cents 


When we left the restaurant at nine the sidewalks 
seemed more crowded than they had been at eight, 
for news had got around that the four-o'eloek train 
from Puerto Mexico might be turning up at any time 
now. The eurb and the street glowed with charcoal 
braziers and berning sticks under impromptu stoves 
made of broken bricks. The atmosphere reeked of 
hot grease. The business-women mothers waiting tor 
the train were preparing a last meal of the day for 
their sleepy youngsters, some of whom toddled pe 
rilously among the legs of pedestrians and the strol 
ling soldiers from the military barracks 


The felicitous absence of crowding and noise in 
Juchitan was sharply contrasted in Ixtepee. The town 
seemed in ceaseless hubbub and motion. A distraught 
engine on a siding képt up an agitated screeching, 
apparently for no reason whatever. In all the cheap 
little eat shops, where the customers were served stand 
ing, loudmouthed entertainment blared from radios 
Since there was no station toilet in this chief railroad 
center of the Isthmus, women were continually on 
the march with urgent youngsters te the shadow of 
marooned boxecars 

The mile-long street of Ixtepee that ran at a right 
angle to the tracks and ended at the station invariably 


By Hudson Strode 


became a promenade after nine. The townspeople 
turned out to walk up and down the middle of the 
narrow, ugly street as contentedly as if it had been 
the luxurious Calle Florida in Buenos Aires at five 
in the afternoon. Everyone was bareheaded except 
the soldiers, and everyone said adiés. Instead of say- 
ing “Good evening’’ or do you do?’’ they all 
said be with you.’ In Ixtepee, 
adios is both a greeting and a farewell. And since 
you passed the same persons again and again, you 
blessed and were blessed a hundred times during the 
nightly promenade. Since a blessing is a wish for the 
other person's happiness, perhaps the best thing that 
ean be said about Ixtepee is that the eitizens walk 
up and down the streets blessing each other between 
nine and eleven. Their voiees were soft and their mur 
murings musical, and it was very agreeable to hear 
them commending each other to God, though some 
of the young men could hardly be said to have a holy 
expression in their eyes as they passed some parti 
eularly nubile feminine form 

At eleven o'clock, the four o’eloek train had not 
yet arrived. The fires in the braziers had turned to 
ash. The children were asleep in heaps on the side- 
walks. The businesswomen sat heavy-eyed on spread 
strips of eloth, waiting with absorbed Indian patien 
ce. In the pale street illumination that fell flickering- 
ly on their bright-colored skirts and huipils, the night 
sidewalks looked as if littered with trampled ehry- 
santhemums that had heen scattered in a noon carni- 
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The 


HE dog is reputed to be our best friend, and this 

statement also holds true about the dog in An 

cient Mexico. We have all heard of cases in 

which a dog risked or gave its life to save its 
master, but how often have we heard that the dog's 
life was taken to feed the master? Yet we know for 
certain that such was the case in Mexico before and 
after the conquest. Padre Francisco Javier Clavigero 
in his book ‘‘Historia Antigua de Mexico’ remarks 
(Vol. 1, Chap. XID). 

‘The techichi, which in other countries is called 
aleo, was a quadruped that lived in Mexico and in 
other parts of America. Because its figure resem- 
bled that of the European ‘‘gozque,’’ (from the la- 
tin Gothieus Canus), the Spanish also called them 
dogs. It was-sad-faced, and it never barked nor did it 
ever complain, even though it were beaten. Its meat 
was edible and if we believe those who liked it, of 
good jtaste and nourishing. After the conquest of 
Mexico, the Spanish were extremely short of meat be 
cause the cattle on whose flesh they were fed in the 
Spanish Isles, were not yet transported to the main 
land, so they had those little quadrupeds put inte 
their butcheries, with the result that they ended the 
species, despite its being very nunc rous.”’ 

The cogs were brought to markets like Tlatelol- 
eo and to the special dog-market at Acolman, where 
they were seen and commented on by the conquerors 
Hernan Cortés, and Bernal Diaz del Castillo 

Although the Spanish ‘‘ended the species’? with 
their voracious culinary forays upon the little fat 
dogs, still we have a very good idea of what the ani 
mals were like, as there are in existence quite a few 
depictions of the little creatures in the form of terra- 
cotta sculptures, comprising some of the best works of 
art in ancient Mexico. The greater part of the best 


Dog with Spout tail. From Colina. 


(Photos by the author, courtesy of the Wenner-Gren Found 
ation for Anthropological Research. and the kind co-cperation 
of the collectors: Ignacio Bernal. Franz Peuchtwanger Guillermo 
Echaniz and others who wish to remain anongmous ) 


Dogs of Ancient Mexico 


By Fredrick A. Peterson 


sculptures come from the state of Colima, where they 

are found in tombs, together with the bones of their 
masters, thus accounting for their remarkable state 
of preservation. Photographs of some of these dogs 
are reproduced in these pagse, thanks to the zenero 
sity of the present owners and the Wen. er-Gren Found- 
ation for Anthropological Research. Most of them 
have been made with a reddish-brown slip, the reason 
for which will be made apparent later. 

The dog is represented in many of the ancient 
cedices and it is found to represent ene of the days 
of he month. It also took the form of the God of 
Deat.. or of the Sun that goes down into the under- 
world, 


Dog with Jug-head. From Colima. 


Figure holding dog. From Veracrus 
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tieneral de las Cosas de Nueva Espana’’: ( Appendix, 
Chap 1. Tome 5, Vol. I 

the netherworld. whose tind was Mietlante 
eutli a wite Mieteeacihuatl, the dead had to 
“st many danger spots. The deeeased had 


te carey with him a little dow of reddish color, and 


around bis neck there was tied some loose cotton cord ; 
Wo sand that the clead swam on tep of the little dog 
when they passed the river of the underworld that 
is called Chieonanhuapar andl when the deeaesed ar 

the devil that was ealled Mictlanteeutli, 


they made an offering te hin and presented him with 


the papess that they were, and perfumed canes and 
loose cotton thread and colored thread, a blanket, a 
loin cloth, and shirts and all that they had wrapped 
up with them when they died. They burned up every 
thing with the dead beeause they said that all the 
offerings that they made in this world went straig’t 
te the devil ealled Mietlanteenth After four vears bad 
passed the deceased began his journey to the nine 
‘hells that he must pass. Then he would come to a 
Fat deg trom Coline. very wide river and in that place lived and walked 
Bishop Landa, remenbered by us as « dogs on the edge of the river. where those who are 
lis burning of the codices as for his lead) must pass. [ft is also satd that when the deceas 
chroniele Relacion de las Cosas de Yueatan ed arrived to the shores of the river the dogs looked 
to us in this latter work 
The were without many animals 
they were in special need of those which were u 
necessary fa serve man, vet they had others. the ma 
jority «ol shieh they weed tor foul, but the only 
mesticnated one was the cow, whieh did not Know how 
to bark or te harm men, but they were useful for 
hunting purposes, as they flush partridges aud other 
birds, chose Ceer for long periods, ond many of them 
ire good at following tracks. They are little and the 
ote them in their feasts. but think that they 
are now ashamed te co ose. and think it is wrong te 
eat them. They elaim that the dows taste good 
This cog has been identified as the Canis tami 
liaris, and is commenty ealled Pex in the Maya ton 
wue The Metal Maya Dietionary states that is 
alse cathed Ah bil or Kik bil 
tut besides giving up their lives that ‘heir nr 
ters could have food tee dogs alse were participants 
in many rituals and religious ceremonies toe 


ous to meation here, Not only did the dog follow his 
he proved his tinal Dog Bowl. Origin unknown. 


this earth, but 


ovalty by accompanying bine te the nether world 
at him and the one that recognized him would start 


sWwieiming toward him. and then would take his mas 
ter across the river on his back: because of this the 


Padre Bernardino de Sahagin, has several interesting 
remarks to make on this point in his book Historia 


Dog Bow! trom Nayarit. natives sed to keep and raise the little dogs especially 
fer this purpose: but they said that the dogs of white 
or black colored hair wouldn't swim and pass the ri 
ver beeause the white-haired dog would say, ‘*l am 
already washed.’ and the black-haired dog would 
say. ‘Loam stained with very dark color that won't 
come off anyway, so T won't take you ever,’ but 
ouly the reddish haired dog could take the dead over 
on his back, se it is that in this place of the under- 
world called Chiconomietlan, ended and finished the 
trials of the dead.”’ 

Padre Sahagiin has also left us some valuable 
netes about dogs in general, whieh | have taken the 
liberty to translate 

The dogs of this land have four names; chiehi, 
itzeuintli, yochioeovet!, and tetlamin or teutzotl They 
are of different eolors: black, white, ash, chestnut, 
brown, spotted, ete. Some are large and others are 
very small, short-haired and log-haired. Corpulent, 
sharp-nailed gentle and domestie; they follow their 
ywwhers everywhere; wag their tail to show peace; 
growl, bark. lower their ears to the neck to show 

Continued on page 66 
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Don Odilén 


LNORA de los Bohorques arrived at my inn in a 

portly automobile, with a chauffeur, a maid, and 

a Pekingese, and anmounced herself as a relative 

of the Gonzalez de la Comareas. She was white 
haired, tall and upright, dressed in unrelieved black, 
and on her fingers, which were beautiful and much 
more youthful than her face, she wore several hand 
some diamonds in old-fashioned settings. She kept 
herself to herself and gave me no trouble at all, be- 
eause when she wanted something she asked the ser 
vants directly. The maid slipped about like a sha- 
dow, and every morning the chuaffeur washed the big 
ear, whether it had been used or not. In the garage, 
beside my car, it had the air of a Great Dane being 
tolerant to a puppy. Every now and then the chauf 
feur washed my car too. The pekingese was very aloot, 
and not even Pippet, who is the friend of all the 
world, could make him fraternize, and he and Monk 
ignored one another, even on the narrowest path of 
the huerta, each sniffing the air as they passed and 
looking into the distance. 

Every morning Sefiora de los Pohorques bad a 
big upholstered armchair taken out on the beach and 
set in the shade of the willows, and there she sat. She 
smoked a great many black Spanish cigarettes, but 
she neither read nor talked. Before luncheon she took 
a tiny glass of neat tequila, with some little titbit 
slivers of cheese with olives or slices of avocado 
which her maid prepared for her. She bowed to the 
other guests when she met them, went to Mass, and 
onee a day asked for the radio to be tuned into the 
news. She listened without comment, bowed to eny 


By Manuel Gonsales Serrano 


By Dane Chendos 


body, aml withdrew to her room, where she spent 
many hours. After the commotion of some of my 
other guests she was a weleome change. 

It was really ley chanee that | remembered her 
suint’s day. | knew her name was Paciana, and | was 
reminded of the festival of San Paciano de las Flores 
whew Cayetano asked for two days off to go to its 
celebration. | sent the old lady some flowers with 
felicitations on her ‘‘day of days." and in return she 
asked me to have a cocktail with her on the beach 
When | arrived a second armchair had been brought 
out, the maid was hovering, and there were several 
kinds of canapé, ineluding a horrid mass of minvte, 
threadlike whitish eels, which, when spread like a 
paste se that you ne longer saw they were eels, tasted 
good. As a hostess, Sefiora de los Bohorques had man 
ners of such gracious cdistinetion that the tequila cock 
tail and eels took on the air of champagne and ea- 
viar, and I felt myself to be important 

The Spanish character is lyrieal but not at all 
romantic. Like some splendid bird that, just as it 
seems to be of more than earthly substance dives to 
ground for a grub, so any Spaniard ean speak in the 
phrases of a lyrie poet, peppered with practical foot 
notes. Sefiora de los Bohorques talked like this, in a 
beautiful classic Spanish untouched by any slang, ges- 
turing with her graceful fingers 

“LT have known this lake, sefior, since I was a girl, 
and when | have been unhappy, it has always given 
me comfort, as if its waters washed my heart,”’ she 
said. “See, the sails of the boats as they come up 
over the horizon there—are they not like the breasts 
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of doves? And now that the railways are in such a la 
mentable vtate and gasoline and tires are dear. the 
boats are doing a very good business carrying freight.’ 

It in fairly safe with Mexicans of the age end 
sort of my hostess to talk about Porfirio Diaz. and 
after a while | led the conversation round to him 
Sefiora de tos Bohorques had plenty to say about the 
old days of the great haciendas and the month-long 
visits, twenty strong, the days when a man could go 
alone and unarmed from one end of the land to the 
other in perfect safety, for when traveling you just 
asked for a rural guard. He rode ahead of you, armed 
to the teeth. and, arriving in a village at nightfall, he 
roused someone and demaniled a room. He looked af 
ter the traveler like a child. “Put your bed here in 
the middle of the room, there may be scorpions and 
animals in the walls, and | shall sleep beside you on 
the floor’ He attended to food and everything. All 
this, with fodder for both horses, cost the traveler 
half a dollar daily. Then she got onto the centenary 
celebrations of 1910. 

“At the great ball in the Palacio Nacional there 
were ten thousand invited guests. All the galleries 
round the patio were reception and refreshment rooms, 
and in the first-floor galleries we daneed. The illumi 
nations were the last word of their day. There were 
delegates from all over the werld, and such jewels 
and gowns as now one can hardly believe ever existed 
The men blazed with stars and ribbons, and the wo 
men were princesses from the country of the fairies 
They waltzed in falls of lace and rainbows of gauze 
amid a rain of diamonds. And did vou know that it 
was one of the first times that a card system was used 
for carriages!" 

Just then Candelaria came bustling down to us 

“Imagine, sefior-—with your permission, sefiora 
imagine what has happened. Don Odilén has left, and 
he has gone to his home, and what about the electric 
light, for who knows if that voung brother of his 
ean put on the motor?’ 


Shore Trees 


LIFE May, 


Now Odilén was the mechanic of the principal 
corn mill of the village. ile was an exeellent mecha- 
nie, and ne did a number of odd jobs on the side. He 
had installed all my plumbing and eleetrie wiring; he 
mended automobiles and radios: be dealt with sew 
ing machines and typewriters. He had prospered and, 
besides owning various pieces of land that he rented 
out or worked with a sharecropper, he had built hin 
self a house. You would have said he was sitting 
pretty. Mexieans will not infrequently abandon re 
xponsibilities or duties out of mere pique or caprice 
but Odilén had seemed a steady sort 

long will he be away!’’ asked 

“Oh, he won't come back, pues."’ said Candela 


“Why net?” 

‘It’s like this,’ she went on. wife, that 
Socorro, has left him. It is true that he often beat 
her with sticks, but he had married her by law. pve- 
sen. It happened that the father of her first child 
has just returned to the village, and she left Odilén 
and went to him."’ 

Candelaria paused, stripped a braneh from a wil- 
low tree, and twirled it as a fly whisk 

“The father of her child head been away for three 
vears. Hes been in prison, because he killed a man 
over there in Tizapan, or so they say, though they're 
very bad people over there anyway. Dut now he’s 
out, and Soeorre’s gone back to him. So Odilén has 
left." 

It seemed to me that Odilén was acting very foot 
ishlv. He was a good enough mechanic to get a job 
anywhere, but in Ajijie he had been very well placed. 

“But what else could he do?”’ said Candelaria. 
“After that he couldn't stay.”’ 

“Certainly not,’’ said Seflora de los Bohorques, 
amd the diamonds flashed on her fine white fingers. 
“No true man could stay. He had been shamed befcre 
the village.”’ 


By Daniel Smythe 


HE wind blows hard to bend their backs: 


The salt is at their lips 


From a broad field that has no tracks, 


They watch the tiny ships 


(iaunt watchers of the waves’ wide loom 
They hold this point of land... 


In front, the sea’s enormous room. 


Behind, the unfirm sand. 
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Panoramic View of the new University City. 


Photo. By Cia. Mexicana Aerofoto. S. A. 


Mexico’s New University City 


HE imagnifieent University City which is being 

erected in the section knows as El Pedregat, 

beyond Villa Obregon, not only represents the 

outstanding building project in the Federal Dis- 
triet, but alse a signal task of architectural innova 
tion in the planning and construction of educational 
institutions 


Representing an investment of more than a hund- 
red and seventy million pesos (approximately, 20 mil- 
lion dollars) the group of monumental structures co- 
vers an area of seven million three hundred square 
meters (more than seventeen hundred aeres), and will 
house all the departments of the National University 
This area is part of a lava flow, from the extinet vol- 
eano of Ajuseo that for centuries was a stony wilder- 
ness. Now the lava rock is being quarried and used 
in buildings of an ultra-modern functional design. 

The oldest institution of higher learning on this 
hemisphere, the National University will now occupy 
the site of its oldest known civilization, for it was un- 
der the petrified Java of this area that the prehistoric 
remains of the **Pedregal man’’ were found. The area 


By Henry A. Shute 


is traversed by the highway to Cuernavaea, Taxeo and 
Acapuleo, forming a section of Avenida Insurgentes, 
the longest theroughfare in Mexieo City, which forms 
part of the longest highway in the Republie—the Pan 
American Highway—extending from the border of 
the United States to that of Guatemala. It is adja 
cent to the residential zone of Villa Obregon (San 
Angel) to the North and the archaeological zone of 
Cuieuileo to the South. 

The outstanding view, the amplitude of space, the 
benevolence of climate and the facilities of commu. 
nieation with the center of the city enable one to ap 
ply to the Pedregal the words of King Alfonso X, 
called Wise,”’ spoken in the 15th. century in 
reference to the University of Salamanca . Pure 
air and beautiful views must surround the Villa of 
Study, in order that the teachers who dispense know- 
ledge and their students whe would absorb it may 
find pieasant relaxation in the evenings, when they 
rise weary of Studying and retire to the peace and 
pleasure of their lodgings."’ 
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Central Library Building. 

The for the construction of the Unive 
sity City was initiated in 1942 by Dr. Rodolfo Brite 
Foucher, then Reetor of the University, who petition 
ed the government to expropriate an area of more 
than twelve million square meters in lots belonging 
to the municipalities of Tlalpam, Padierna, Copiles 
and San Jeronime Aeuleo, loeated towards the South 
of the eity along tre H6th kilometer of the Avenida 

Sinee then talks and plans were exchanged bet 
ween interested poortinent peeple. and seme mones 
was rained for the projeet, but nothing conerete was 
achieved. Tt was net until a University man, Migue! 
Aleman, veeame the nation’s Prestdent, that suffieiens 


Sciences Building. Photo. By Saul Mclina. 


Fhoto. By Saul Molina. 

is petus was lent the project to carry it into reality. 
successful completion of this vast and complicated 
undertaking is largely due to the efforts of President 
Aleman 

Phe planning of the University City of Mexico 
was carried out upon an integral scheme, whieh takes 
in account the basie physical, hunvin, economic, politi- 
eal and administrative factors. What is being built re- 
presents a veritable scholastic city, designed to cope 
with all the problems and specific functions of a com- 
munity whose pepulation will equal an average size 

The University City of Mexico does not represent 
a siople transfer or a mere change of location, but a 
complete structural transformation in the physical, 
social, ethical and pedagogical factors of the old Na- 
tional University, in the aim of integrating a veritable 
eultural eenter, of ereating an authentic community 
of teachers and pupils, wherein classical learning may 
he fused with seientifie knowledge and the dynamie 
spirit of our age so as to decisively influence the de- 
velopment of coming cenerations and thereby the 
destiny of the country at large. 

More than five thousand workmen, supervised by 
a hundred and seventy-five engineers and architects, 
are rushing the new plant te eompletion. Already 
finished’ is the Olympie Stadium seating 110,000) per- 
Wher eompleted. hiversity (‘ity will provide 
for SO.000) students 


The following zones comprise the plan of the Uni- 
versity City 


TEACTUING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ZONE: 


This zone ineludes the buildi+ gs destined for the 
Schools, an: Acdiminitsrative offiees. It 
is formed as tollows 


SCHOOL OF SCTENCES ANI) INSTITUTES: 


Tower of Researeh Institute, section of Class- 
rooms, section of Laboratories, Library, Administrati- 
ve offices, Meseun. and an Auditorium with a capa- 
ei Vy tor seven hundred persons. 
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HUMANITIES 


This section includes the Schools of Economy, Law, 
Philosophy and Letters, with annexes housing Institu- 
tes, Auditorium and Library. The building housing 
the classrooms is one of the longest in the world. It 
measures three hundred and twenty-four meters in 
length, which is a hundred and ten meters more than 
the facade of the National Palace. 


COMMERCE AND ADMINISTRATION SCHOOL 


Comprising buildings for classrooms, administra- 
tive offices and different Institutes. 


PHYSICS AND NUCLEAR INSTITUTE 


Housed in a specially designed building, this In- 
stitute includes classrooms, laboratories, and a pavi- 
lion with aluminum plates to accommodate a Van de 
Ciraaff Disintegrator of Atoms, the first to be had in 
Latin America, On its western side it has an ample 
space surrounded by a stone wall, as security zone, 
which is called Garden of Radiation.”’ 


Humanities Building. 


DEPARTMENT OF COSMIC RAYS 


This is a small structure with a conerete vault 
whose thickness in the central part is that of one and 
a half centimeters, so as to allow the transmission of 
cosmic radiation, 


ENGINEERING SCHIOOL 


This school is housed in a large five-story build- 
ing, containing classrooms, administrative effices and 
laboratories. 


SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 


The building assigned for this school includes 
classrooms. seven pavilions for workshops and an an 
nex for a Museum 


RECTORY 


The Keetory occupies a fourteen-story building 
where general administrative services will be main 


tained. 
Cor<inued on page 60 


Photo. By Saul Molina. 
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d City 


Patterns of an 


THE INTRUDER 


ALDIVAR was aroused from his sleep by a dream 

wherein he was inexplicably striving to drive 

a nail into an unyielding wooden board which 

presently seemed to have changed into a slab 
of stone, when he realized that someone was actually 
rapping on his door, The rapping, halting, intermit 
tent, alarmed him, for it was very seldom indeed that 
anyone eyer approached his deor, and much less at 
this unusual hour 

Ile rose from his bed. switched on the light, walk 
el on bare feet across the two tiny reoms of his flat 
and pulled the lateh. Cautiously he partly opened the 
door and looked out. At first he eould not discern 
the face of the man who stood below the threshold, 
though the large round head and hulking shoulders 
seemed to be «f someone who was not a total stranger 
‘Que pasat’’ he said. is it?"’ 

The man remained silent, apparently staring at 
him and unable to speak 

“What do you want?'’ Saldivar insisted 

The man uttered a sound that was beth a groan 
and a gasp and in a strangely labored voice finally 
said: ** Please Please let me in. Let me go inside 
Le suplieo.’’ 

Baffled and feartul, Saldivar opened the door 
entirely and stepped aside. The man walked in, his 
large body, elotved in faded dungarees and a soiled 
undershirt, swayed heavily as he took a few steps 
forward and stopped in the middle of the front room 
iby then Saldivar recalled that he was the man whe 
lived in the flat almost across the tenement court 
The man stood staring at him without uttering a 
word, breathing with effort, his bulky torso bulging 
out oof the umdershirt, beads of sweat glistening on 
his forehead and under the cdishevelled fuzz of his 
almost bald head. Watching him, Saldivar’s wonder 
vielded to sheer fright. ‘“‘What is it’’’ he said striv 
ing to keep a firm voiee. “What do you want?’’ 

The man's heavy lips moved without emitting a 
sound, his eyes stared at him wildly, then amid his 
tortured breathing, with an exhausting effort, he 


muttered, to had to go somewhere 
l I came here because someone had to let me 
in did something. | and broke off in 


a hoarse inarticulate sound 
Completely nonplussed Saldivar, in’ turn, stared 
at his visitor, thes striving to eonceal his distress 
and muster a stern voiee, said: ** But look, what does 
this mean’’’ What is it that you want from me?’ 
The man swayed from side to side, then reached 
out as if to grasp something, and let his arms drop 


limply “'L had to to go somewhere. You don't 
know me, but you... you... must know about this... 
I must tell you... T must. 


Ile is mad, Saldivar thought. He is out of his 
mind. He mig<t do something to me. He wondered 
if the should not epen the door and try to get him 
out, coax him out somehow, without offending him, 
or whether he should go on talking to him. Then, 
unable to cheek the tremor in his voice, he said 
‘Listen, | do not understand. What is it you are try- 
ing to tellyne? What ean I do for you?” 

The man staggered by him and into the bedroom 
and slumped on the edge of his bed. ‘*] want to tell 
you,”” he said as Saldivar, now totally dismayed, came 
near him, “Pell you what I that 1 to tell you 
that I killed) someone. just killed my woman 
I He held up his large stubby hands and looked 
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By Hower. S. Phillips 


at them with amaze. °° These hands. With these hands 
You see. | killed her.’ 

The intrudor’s eves, fixed in a wild unblinking 
stare at Saldivar, sent a cold shiver up his spine. He 
was possessed by a bewildering sense of stark un- 
reality. The man's intrusion seemed to him a grotes- 
que error, a ghastly joke, a chimerical vision. Ile felt 
an impulse to run, to hide himself, to seek protection ; 
but he could not move. He stood powerless, fixed, 
facing the man. Then, when his knees began to yield 
perilously, he pulled over a chair and lowered himself 
limply over its worn straw seat, 

‘You killed a woman?"’ he mutiered. **You are 
actually telling me that you killed her... And now 
you came here to hide? You want me to... te... 
What do you want me to do?” 

A flash of comprehension passed through the star- 
ing eyes. The lips moved with a laborious slowness. 


“Yes. That's it. To hide... 1... 1 have no place to 
hide... | had te go away from it. | could not stay 
there. | came here because I don’t know... I need 
help... bam... Le suplico... need help.”’ 


Now the sense of unreality yielded in Saldivar’s 
mind te a fearful pereeption. No. He is not mad, he 
thought. What he tells me is true. It is not a delirium. 
The man is a murderer. He confessed his deed to me. 
He confessed it, and now | am sharing it with him. 

Ile was staggered and rendered speechless by this 
comprehension, -lis inadvertent involvement in a ma- 
jor tragedy was an experience for which he had been 
unprepared by life. Like a sudden crushing disaster 
the intrusion shattered the staid and peaceful routine 
of his existence. It broke its detached and sheltered 
rhythm, wrenched him out of his tranquil seclusion 
and hurled him into turmoil 


Forty-seven years of living had not prepared Sal- 
divar for an emergency like this. His life had followed 
a restrieted rut: his daily experience had been so utter- 
ly cireumseribed by habit and reiterated performance, 
his intrinsie existence was so totally confined to his 
own small personal concerns—the trite and undisturb- 
ed routine of carrying out a stipulated daily task 
exacted by the need of self-preservation—that he had 
never acquired the expacity for concern in others, or 
even the slightest degree of direct curiosity in surro- 
unding life 

Each day he got up at seven, spunged himself at 
the hydrant of his tiny kitehen, shaved, dressed, boil- 
ed a pot of coffee, placed a paper bag of bread rolls 
he had bought the night before on the little table in 
the front room, ate his breakfast, made up his bed, 
tidied up his quarters with a broom and rag, donned 
his coat, locked the front door, and walked the length 
of several bloeks, arriving punctually at nine to be- 
gin his day’s shift in the department of third-class 
mail of the central post office. 

Nine pesos and sixty-four centavos as a daily 
wage would hardly suffice for a man with a family; 
but it was more than sufficient for Saldivar’s modest 
needs. True, a new suit was a signal event which oc- 
eurred only once in two years or so, end he knew how 
a shirt could be worn till it literally fell apart by tak- 
ing it to a shop where its frayed cuffs and collars 
were turned, and he was adept at mending his sox. 

Continued on page 42 
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CHICHEN ITZA. Photo. 


By Mary Seint Albans 


The Mayas and Their Architecture 


(9GO from the Archaic civilization of the plateau 

to the civilizations in the tropical lowlands of 

the Gulf Coast, and especially to that of the 

better known Mayas farther to the south and 
east, is to go from hypothetical dates to aetual cda- 
tes: for these lowland civilizations had perfected a ea- 
lendar which was far in advance of anything in Eu- 
repe until a thousand years later. And to go from 
the Olmeca country to the country of the magnificent 
Mayas is to go from a land now proving to be rich 
in sculptural remains but with an architecture chief 
lv of earth to a land rich not only in seulpture but 
in a stone architecture which, in many respects, had 
reached a high state of perfection. The Mayas had 
built whole cities of stone buildings which in their 
individual examples displayed a wealth of archite- 
etural beauty and in their grouping displayed an ap- 
preciation of city planning which, even in this day 
of advanced (but largely unfulfilled) ideas on the 
subject, is amazing. 

Because of their calendar, archaedlogidts have 
determined that the Mayas appeared in history some 
six centuries before the time of Christ; and it is now 
known that their earliest cities existed during the 
early years of the Christian era. Again it was agri- 
culture, chiefly the raising of maize, that made possi- 
ble their civilization, and it was the fact that they 
were primarily farmers and needed information about 


By Trent Elwood Sanford 


the seasons for the successful raising of crops that 
gave rise to their knowledge of astronomy and their 
progress in the measurement of time. 

The success of the Mayas in farming, based to a 
large degree on their astronomical knowledge, made 
possible the accumulation of food reserves, which. in 
turn, gave them the leisure time to devote to intellee 
tual pursuits, That, combined with an abundance of 
limestone, brought about their magsificent architect 
ure and their well-planned ceremonial centers. 

It was during a period which szbstantially ante 
dates that of the so-called ‘Dark Ages’? in Europe 
that there grew up beyond the ‘sthmus of Tehuante 
pee many cities seattered throughout an area which 
extended from what is now the state of Chiapas in 
Mexico into Honduras, and even northward into Yu- 
eatan. The first of these cities, in faet, go back to 
a period as early as the Augustan Age in Rome, While 
his august majesty, through jealously of his great 
unele Julius, was nonchalantly taking a day away 
from February to add it te his own month, and his 
people were struggling with clumsy Roman numerals, 
the Mayas had worked out divisions of the year based 
on much greater astronomical aceuracy, and were 
thoroughly conversant with a system of numbers in- 
volving the use of the abstract quantity of zero— had 
arrived at the latter, in facet. several hundred years 
before such a system had been separately invented 


Continued onpage 44 
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Progress in Mexico 


LIPE May, 1952 


from Cardenas to Aleman 


HE railway program pursued by General Lazaro 

Cardenas, President of Mexico during the period 

1935-1941, was based on two fundamental aims 

te felly nationalize the railways of the country, 
and to eonstruet various lines that would complete 
its network, in order that it would efficiently serve 
the nation’s econemie and social development. Both 
of these aims were in their essence inspired by the 
wle objective to provide the country with a system 
of rail communication that could adequately serve its 
needs 

As regards the aim of full nationalization, in 
order to avoid an erroneous impression, it must be 
pointed out that while the National Railways were 
during the Cardenas regime national property and 
had been under eontrol of the federal government for 
some time, government was actually but part-owner of 
the system. This was due to the fact that the consoli 
dation of the lines, carried out by the government of 
Porfirio Diaz in 1908, gave the Mexican government 
the possession of only fifty-one pereent of the shares 
constituting the Company of the National Railways 
of Mexieo, which was formed that year through the 
fusion of the two main railway companies then oper 
the Central Railway and the 
hoth of which were foreign pre 


ating in the eountry 
National Railway 


Genera! Lazaro Cardenas. President of Mexico from 1935 to 
1941, who initiated the vast railway program. 


By Stewart Morton 


perty. At this fusion forty-nine percent of the shares 
in the new company were retained by private owners 
abroad 


The government was satisfied in making this deal 
to merely secure the position of major stockholder, for 
the administration of the system was left in the hands 
of a Directing Board which was controlled from the 
outset by the former managers of the Central and 
National lines. 


In 1914, compelled by military necessity, the First 
Chief of the Constitutionalist Army, Don Venustiano 
(Carranza, took over the railway lines, and in the eour- 
se of the following years, largely through enertia than 
the stipulations in the consolidation agreement of 
1908, the government has had in its charge the admi 
nistration of the lines. 

Upon the formation in 1908 of the National Rail- 
ways of Mexico, the federal government assumed the 
responsibility as guarantor in the matter of payment 
to the shareholders of the principal and interests on 


President Miguel Aleman. who concluded the railway program 
pl d and initiated by President Cardenas. 


4 
i 
| 


1 R. Pal 


G 1M of the National 


President Miguel Aleman. Lic. M 


Railways. and Lic. Ramén Beteta. Secretary of Treasury. during a journey of railway 
inspection. 


the capitalization which served to create the new com 
pany. 

For reasons which are unnecessary to examine 
here, the National Railway were unable to pay divi 
dends to the private shareholders, thus acquiring a 
continuously growing debt for which the government 
was held responsible, L'ence, the succeeding federal 
governments, beginning with that of General Alvare: 
Obregon, have unavailingly sought means of? arrang 
ing a settlement of this debt through committees of in 
ternational bankers representing the foreign share 
holders, 

The agreements De la Hluerta-Lamont in 1925 and 
that of Pani-Lamont in 1925 defined the fruitless 
efforts made by the government of Obregon and Calles 
to solve the onerous problem of the outstanding debt 

The National Railways system, incapacitated for 
multiple reasons not only to comply with its financial 
obligations, but to renew its tracks and equipment, 
found itself from year to year in a more ruinous state; 
its outstanding debt growing progressively until it 
reached a hopelessly exorbitant figure during the first 
vear of the Cardenas regime. As time passed, the fin 
ancial burden constituted by this federal debt, assumed 
the proportions of a problem without solution. And 
this deplorable situation not only offered no prospects 
of feasible improvement, but gradually rendered more 
obvious the grave financial error committed by the 
government of General Diaz in forming in 1908 the 
National Railways of Mexico from the greatly over 
capitalized shares of the former Central and National 
lines, which, indeed, were almost worthless at that 
time. 

The private shareholders, controlling forty-nine 
percent of the stock, were, theoretically, the only ones 
who benefited through this situation, because the Me- 
xiean government, unable to pay dividends, owed them 
more and more money as time went on 

Mexico, thus, found itself in a blind alley, from 
which it did not emerge until the year 1937 when 
President Cardenas decided to expropriate the forty- 
nine percent of the shares held by foreign investors. 

Through this measure President Cardenas achiev- 
ed two objectives of incalculable importance: On the 


ene hand he stopped the growth of a debt which the 
country would never be able to pay if it were allowed 
to increase indefinitely, by wresting through legal 
means from private investors--who, it must be stres 
sed, did nothing to improve the railway system or its 
serviee—the privilege to accumulate interests, thanks 
to the nearsighted generosity of General Diaz and his 
Minister Limantour 

‘ On -the othe® hand, in heeoming the absolute 
owner of the National Railways, the nation would be 
able to manage them in a manner that would directly 
serve the nation’s interests, that would promote Me 
xico’s development and amply satisfy its needs in the 
field of transportation, 

The nationalization of the railways was consistent 
with the nationalistic and democratic policy of Pre 
sident Cardenas, whose regime always pursued the 
goal of obtaining state ownership of the means whose 
function could determine the future economie develop 
ment of the country. Thus it was a measure adjusted 
to the vigorous pace of transformation which during 
that period animated the eeonomie life of the Republic 

As consequence of this act, there was left, of eour 
se, the matter of liquidating the principal and interests 


Work on the Sonora-Baja California line 
during the early stages. 
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of the debt contracted bry the government with the 
private shareholders up to 1957. And it is to the high 
eredit of the government of President Miguel Aleman 
that this matter was solved through the means ot ably 
managed finaneial deals negotiated by it, whereby the 
outstanding claims were reduced te a portion 
their exorbitant original figure 

Mexico, under the government of Aleman, is pune 
tually paying the stipulated installments of the rail 
way debt, whose growth was definitely stopped in 1997 
by the expropriation deeree of the Cardenas govern 
ment And thanks to the apt arrangements made by 
the Seeretary of the Treasury, Lic, Ramon Beteta, it 
is liquidating this debt on conditions that are in every 
other way quite favorable to this country 

In this manner President Aleman completed the 
task of nationalizing the National Railways of Mexico 
Ile has also achieved the goal initially pursued by Pre 
sident Cardenas of fully placing these lines at the ser 
viee of Mexieo; for the National Railways, thoroughly 
modernized and rehabilitated by the present govern 
ment are teday decisively contributing to the econo 
mie and social progress of the country 


In this brilliant achievement a place of special 
distinetion belongs to the present General Manager of 
the lines, Lie. Manuel R. Palacios. For in carrying out 
with such admirable efficiency the vast project of 
railway rehabilitation he has been guided by the sa- 
lient idea that the final aim of this rehabilitation is to 
serve the interests of the country and to promote its 
future growth 


CONSTRUCTION OF NEW RAILWAYS 


Next to nationalization, the other major phase of 
the Cardenas railway program involved the construe- 
tion of various new lines, in order to complete the rail- 
way network and render possible an unimpeded and 
farflung transportation of the country’s resourees, 
and thereby to economically integrate its entire ter- 
ritory 

With the construction of such new lines President 
Cardenas sought to correct in every way possible the 
defectively traced routes upon whieh the railways had 
been originally planned and built-—to correet the work 
of foreign companies whose essential purpose was not 


* 


Cutting a path through the jungle to build 
the Sureste Railway. 


that of serving national interests but of merely facili 
tating the shipment of raw materials out of the coun 
try 

So as not to further complicate the grave problems 
of the National Railways, at the outset of his adminis 
tration President Cardenas founded an organization. 
titled ‘‘Lineas Ferreas de Mexico, S. whose task 
was directed at the acquisition of existing lines and 
construction of new ones 

The plan of construction formulated by this orga- 
nization comprised the following routes 


A) From Mazatlan to Durango. 

B) From Uruapan to a point on the Balsas river, 
which could be extended to the Pacifie coast, either 
in the state of Guerrero or Michoaecdin (the projeet 
stipulated that the line would reach Zihuatanejo). 

c From Ejutla, Qaxaca, to a point on the Pa- 
cifie coast in the same State 

ID From Jestis Carranza to Campeche, to form 
a junetion with the Unired Railways of Yueatan (Su- 
reste Railways) 

Kk) From the station of Benjamin Hill in Sone- 
ra, on the Southern Pacifie Railway, to Puerto Petias- 
co and Mexicali, Baja California. 

As may be seen from the above, the project of the 
Cardenas government consisted in its general scheme 
of completing the rail system and of extending it 
toward the coastal regions, which, in terms of natural 
resources and possibilities of future exploitation, are 


Cressties stretching across the Desert in the construction 
of the Sonora-Baja California Railway. 
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among the richest in Mexico. The new lines were in- 
tended to retrieve from isolation vast regions of truly 
: enormous potential wealth, such as those of the South- 
a western states and the coasts of Guerrero, Michoacan 
a and Oaxaca, and to link the Pacifie with the heart 
of national territory through the short and direct line 
from East to West between Mazatlan and Durango, 
which, on the other hand, is joined with Mexico's prin- 
cipal rail lines extending from North to South. 
The grave and complicated problems which had to 
be confronted by the government of Lazaro Cardenas 
“a government which lent impetus to one of the most 
significant stages in the course of national develop- 
ment—impeded it from materializing its program of 
ja railway construction. But the comprehensive plan it 
i formulated, revealing the clear vision of President 
Cardenas, has guided the program of succeeding gov- 
ernments 
Ht In addition to the great effort represented in the 
' rehabilitation of the National Railways, the govern- 
I ment of President Aleman has coneluded the eonstrue- 
iF tion of the important Sureste Railway initiated by 
President Cardenas and continued by President Avila 
Camacho, and is working intensely on the construction 
of the Durango-Mazatlan line, which is now reaching 
completion, as well as on the short line hetween Mexico 
City and Tampico. 
The present government has also concluded the 
building of the highly important line between the sta- 
tion of Benjamin Hill, Puerto Peflaseo and Mexicali. 


which brought to an end the isolation of the peninsula 
of Baja California from the main body of Mexiean 
territory. 

In this way the government of President Aleman 
has lent a mighty impulse to the great task begun 
fifteen years ago of completing the country’s network 
of railways—a task whose inception was due to the 
valor and foresight of President Cardenas 


Leveling the roadbed along the 
Sureste Railway. 
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a imal Bulldozers attacking the sandy waste of the 
Altar Desert during the early phases of con- 
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he Federal District's 


rison for Women 


MONG the numerous major projeets carried 
out at this time by the municipal government 
the Department of the Federal District 
the Prison for Women which is being built 
along the Ixtapafia-Puebla road, near the town of 
Santiago Achualtepeec, precinet of Ixtapala, is of out- 
standing importance 
In providing room for four hundred inmate, it 
will relieve the serious problem of congestion in the 
old Penitentiary of the Federal District, and at the 
same time introduce a new type of penal institution 
wherein the goal of social regeneration takes prece- 
dure over mere punishment. 


Occupying an area of 75,000 square meters, in 
architectural design the new prison will bear no re 
semblance to penitentiaries of the grim traditional 
types. In its general aspects the main structure, whieh 
ix now nearing completion, will look more like a schoo! 
or a hospital 


Its cround floor has a wide entrance platform 
fronting an emple vestibule which will house admi 
nistrative offices, information department, registry 
offiee for visitors, entrance passages for inmates with 
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Section of the Main Buildin y. 


By Gerald Thornby 


guard service, department for medical examination, 
lavatories for the staff as well as for the inmates, 
cloakrooms, general warehouses, kitchens and _ refri- 
gerators, laundry with a daily capacity of 2,000 kilos 
of clothes, warehouse for same, and a number of spa- 
cious work-rooms where the inmates will dedicate 
themselves to such occupations as sewing, dressmak- 
ing, millinery, shoe-making, beauty culture, ete. Steam 
boilers and refuse incineration plants are also instal- 
led in this building. 

The main building of the prison will comprise 
a public waiting room, a hall for lectures and pieture 
projection, a library, classrooms for primary eduea- 
tion of the inmates, salon for visitors, compartments 
for private visits (for husbands visiting inmate wi- 
ves), a dining hall designed along modern hygienic 
lines, mechanized kitchen, bread and tortilla bake- 
ries, installations for the washing of kitchen utensils, 
refrigeration and pantry rooms. The grounds adja- 
eent to the main building will eontain an enclosed 
gymnasium, courts for diverse sports, baths and lava- 
tories, water storage tanks with a capacity of 500 cubic 
meters, and an artesian well 20 centimeters in dia- 
meter. 


Section of one of the structures cumprising 
the new Prison for Women. 
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The third and fourth floors of this building will 
comprise cell-blocks providing room for 400 inmates. 
Each cell ineludes aii the necessary sanitary instal- 
lations. Neth floors will have baths which are suf- 
ficiently large to accommodate all of the inmates. The 
third tieor will also contain a nursery, with dormi- 
tories, school rooms, dining room, kitenen and baths 

A thoroughly modern hospital, including opera- 
ting rooms, X-Ray department, clinical rooms, phar- ; 
macy and dental elinie, and a ward with sixteen beds, ; Byt? ‘ =o 
will occupy the fifth floor 

A separate structure will provide quarters for 
prison guards and for an emergency eleetrical plant 
in addition, a residence each, for the Prison Warden 
and the Administrator, will be provided. 

The grounds of the prison are surrounded by a 
stone fence which is equipped with a double-strength ; a 
lighting system that facilitates guarding inside and 
out, while booths for guards are being constructed 4 “ 
outside the grounds in the streets that sorround the 
prison. Parallel to the fenee, inside the grounds. a Section wing of the Prison. 
wire-enclosed lane will further assure security. 

Special installations for the treatment of sewer 
age waters, combined with an irrigation system, will 
fertilize truck farms and orchards whose produce will 
be utilized by the prison. 

The capacity and services of this institution may 
be enlarged in the future, if this should become ne 
cessary. The materialization of this project, repre- 
senting an approximate cost of six million pesos, de- 
fines another significant achievement in the brilliant 
record of the municipal administration headed by Lic 
Fernando Casas Aleman. 


The Main Building of the Prison. 
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By Jesis Ortiz Tajcnar. 


Among the Newer Painters 


T IS always highly agreeahic to encounter a young 
painter whe withont being precocious is clearly 
endeavouring to surpass mere imitativeness, whe 
is striving to develop a personal voice rather than 
an echo, even if the voice is vet somewhat marred by 
the inevitable lack of complete certainty and refine 
tment 

Two such young painters have been reeently in 
troduced to the public in exhibits offered by the Ga- 
leria Arte Moderno: Jests Ortiz Tajonar and 
Luis Aguerrebere. Though completely unlike in ex 
pression, both voung painters broadly share the com 
mon heritage of the modern Mexican trend. Poth are 
disciples of the older contemporary Mexican masters, 
vet each in his own way seeks to surpass the confining 
margins of traditionalism; each strives toe achieve 
through the specific native idiom evolved by this mo 
dern trend an individual utterance 

Ortiz Tajonar was born in Cuautla, Morelos, twen- 
ty and seme odd vears age. The son of a carpenter whe 
reared a family of fourteen children, he began drawing 
ata very early age, and upon graduating at the loca! 
primary school obtained his ‘irst employment as ap- 
prentice to a local painter who produced reliyious de 
corations for churches in the surrounding villages 
At his father’s death, compelled to increase his earn 
ings so as to help his mother to suppert his vounger 
brothers and sisters, he came to Mexico Citv and found 
work as a newspaper illustrator Realizing after a 
time that this work did not satisfy his artistic needs. 


By Guillermo Rivas 


he managed to find employment in one of the graphie 
arts studios of the Secretariat of Publie Mdueation, 
where he has been working along the side of Chavez 
Morado, Julio Prieto, Bartolozzi, and other reeognized 
artists, producing illustrations for books, pamphlets 
and posters, while devoting all his free time to paint- 

In this manner he gathered the eanvases whiei 
comprised his recent exhibition, Varied in theme, rang- 
ing from mural panels to small genre scenes, his paint- 
ings manifest a period of fruitful exploration. Among 
these however, his landseapes impress me as the most 
convincing, Employing an exuberant palette and a 
technique which is somewhat alike to pointillism, he 
achieves in his minutely cou posed vistas a quality 
of sparkling irideseenee. Nature is eaptured in his 
landseapes with a vibrant resonance 

The paintings of José Luis Aguerrebere, who is 
also in his twenties, are distinguished for their clear- 
ly traced line and a striking compositional style. Ths 
line, in fact, is never submerged: it is dominant in all 
his work. while his colors are essentially intended to 
enhanee the rhythm and harmony of his compositions 
and not as a means of literal transeription. Rhythm. 
indeed—broucht out in a fine and firm linear design 
which abounds in reiterated motive—‘s the salient 
note of his imaginatively stylized depictions 

Thus, through a subtly voiced Iwrieism, his work 
surmounts mere decorativeness and approaches the 
realm of poetry 
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By lesds Orts Tajener 


By José Luis Aguerrebere. 
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“Meat Vender 


Ee, 
‘Landscape at Sep Jeronimo.” Oii 


Aleng the Road. Water Color By José Luis Aguerrebere. 


“Stone Hedge Ou 


By José Luis Aquerrebere. 


Washwoman Goveche By Luis Aquerrebere. 
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Un Poco de Todo 


MEXICAN HUNTERS OF 12,000 YEARS AGO 


AST March the news came that near Santa Ma- 

ria Tepexan, a village that lies a half hour by 

automebile from Mexico City, stone weapons had 

been tound near the bones of a mammoth. The 
discovery dovetails neatly with one of a human ske- 
leton made five years ago near the same spot by Dr 
Helmut «le Terra 


Two projectile points (probably arrowheads of 
obsidian) were found between the ribs of the mam 
moth. Near by were an obsidian knife and a stone 
seraper. An animal as big and strong as a mammoth 
was not easily killed by arrows. Prehistorie hunters 
may have driven the mammoths into a swampy dorado, 
where the creature floundered about in a hopeless ef- 
fort to extricate himself. It would be easy then to 
kill him. Or it may be that mammoths came of their 
own accord to the dorade and were then hunted. The 
knife and seraper found near the skeleton were prob 
ably used to remove meat from the skeleton 


Dr. de Terra surveyed the ancient shore line of a 
lake that once filled the Valley of Mexico at the end 
of the lee Age and thus located the swampland or 
dorado, In this swamp there were many mammoth 
skeletons. 


Mammoth bones have also been dug up in New 
Mexico and Colorade. But Dr. de Terra’s diseovery 
of human remains near the Mexican mammoth’s be 
nes is the first of its kind.” There is no longer any 
doubt that prehistoric man hunted mammoths on this 
continent, 


Dr. de Terra holds that archaeologists are now 
in a position to determine when man appeared on 
this continent. He relies partly on the ingenious me- 
thod of determining ages by measuring the radiacti- 
vity of such isotopes as radiactive carbon 14——a me 
thod developed by Drs. W. PF. Libby and James Ar 
nold of the University of Chicago. Radioactive ecar- 
bon 14 has a half-life of about 5,000 years, meaning 
that half of its radiactivity is spent in that time. 
Carbon is present in all organie material. It is not 
difficult to determine the age of ancient and prehis 
toric organic remains by measuring the radioactivity 
of any earbon 14 that they may contain In this way 
Dr. Libby has been able to é¢arry the archaeologist 
back 30,000 years. 


The lew radio carbon dates that Dr. de Terra 
helped to fix for various a: chaeological sites in Me- 
xieo indicated that the first farmers and the first 
artists appeared at least 5.400 years ago in the Valley 
vf Mexico and that the ola lake and its happy hunt- 
ing grounds must be at least 11.200 years old, so the 
human bones Dr. de Terra found may be 12,000 years 
old 


ANCIENT SCIENCE 


Several years ago Dr. Otte Neugebauer of Brown 
University, known the world over as an authority 
on ancient mathematics, gave a course of six leetu- 
res at Cornell on ‘*The Exact Sciences in Antiquity.” 
These are now published in book form by the Prin- 
ceton University Press. The main emphasis is on ma- 
thematies and astronomy in Babylonia and Egypt in 
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their relationship to the Hellenistic period that fol- 
lowed Alexander's conquest of Egypt. 

Neugebauer goes into the history of ancient scien 
cc so simply and so deftly that any well-educated 
reader can understand him. Here we are concerned 
simply with seme fixed ideas that Dr. Neugebaner 
shatters 

First comes the idea that the Babylonians were 
generally committed to an arithmetical system based 
on the number 60. More than ene system was used 
There is even a decimal system with signs for 1, 10 
and 100 

The Babylonians knew much atest algebra, even 
“‘aetually experimented with special eases of logar- 
ithms.’’ Geometry was of less importance than alge- 
bra because, as Neugebauer explaivs, Babylonians 
measured sreas by a process much like that used to 
divide a sum of money into equal parts 

Magi’, number mysticism and astrology are sup 
posed to have shaped Babylonian science. This is a 
literary cliché that scholars abandoned twenty years 
ago, says Neugebauer. Matheamtical theory played 
the major role in Babylonian astronomy, Observations 
were not as accurate as many still suppose. Hellenis 
tie astrologers built up the myth of Pabylonian, astro 
nomical competence 

Another idea that Neugebauer shatters is the sta 
tie character of Egyptian civilization, Egyptians were 
no more fixed in their ways than other ancient 
peoples. Neugebauer also points out how erroneous 
is the belief that mathematies and astronomy played 
a highly impertant role in the life of the average an 
cient Egyptian. Elementary household arithmetic ser 
ved most purposes. Astronomy was important beeau 
se of its philosophical influence. It was only an au 
xiliary tool at best and of practical importance only 
in making and mounting sundials and in pursuing ma 
thematical geography. In faet, astronomy was erude 
until the Hellenistic age dawned, 


Dr. Neugebauer has nothing but praise for the 
Egyptian calendar, ‘‘the only intelligent calendar 
which ever existed in human history.’’ Calendars sug- 
gest astronomy, but the Egyptian calendar of twelve 
months of thirty days each and five additional days 
at the end of each year had its origin in the needs 
of agricu!tural life. Hellenistic astronomers made the 
most of the Egyptian calendar. It was used even by 
Copernicus 

Neugebauer finds that Egyptian mathematics was 
esscuitially ‘‘additive.”’ Multiplieation and division 
were used to (break up a higher multiple into a sum 
of consecutive duplications. He points out that our 
computing machines apply this same principle 

Plato is overrated as a mathematician. He just 
talked about mathematies and contributed nothing to 
it. This is about what we would expect of one who 
preferred speculation to practical Gemonstration and 
observation. 

This does not mean that Neugebauer has a low 
opinion of Greek science and mathematies. He never 
underrates them. But he is eareval t+ sift myth from 
fact. Indeed, he pays tribute even to astrology be- 
cause “it is not only one of the significant phenome- 
na of the Iiellenistie world but a exeeedingly help 
ful tool for the investigation of the transmission of 
Hellenistic thought."’ 
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Literary Appraisals 


RETABLOS DE MEXICO, MEXICAN VOTIVE PAINT- 
INGS, by Roberto Montenegro. English trensietions by 
Irene Nicholson. Mexico City, Ediciones Mexicenas, 19 50 
15 p text, 75 illus. 


OR WRITERS, Mexican art seems to be an inex 
haustible gold wine. In addition to the works 
in Spanish that appear almost constantly in Me 
xieo, books and catalogues on the subjeet in 
English and other languages are surprisingly fre 
quent Two books studying different aspects of art 
in Mexico recently appeared within a few 
of each other, The first, published in Mexico in Span 
ish, with a parallel English text, is an interesting 
contribution to knowledge of popular religious paint 


The second is one more book om the pre 


nonths 


rary painters and seulptors and carries only the ori 
vinal English text 

For years the painter Roberto Montenegro has 
given much attention to the study and elassifieation 
of popular arts in Mexico. In Ketablos de Méxieo"’ 

Mexican Votive Paintings,’ he presents a very ea 

reful selection of these works known in Me xieo as 
retablos. Through them, for more than two centuries, 
anonymous painters have been telling with fresh and 
ingentious charm the stories of exceptional hap 
penings that moved their patrons to have them made 
os an offering to the saint who worked the miracle 

In the earlier stages of man’s culture, art always 
served for this aet of human gratitude toward the 
divine. And the best of Flemish and Italian painting 
contains thousands of retables, in whieh the painter 
narrates a biblical event or the martyrdom of some 
saint. llowever, they seldom refer te the particular 
aet for whieh thanks is given, except te portray in 
cidentally the person who commissioned the painting 
Spanish paintings, taore intensely realistie even 
more individualistic than realistie-— probably was res 
ponsible for passing on te Mexico, Central America, 
and the South American highlands the tradition of 
graphic narration of a private miracle, of a situation 
in which divine intervention forestalled calamity 

Unquestionably, this tradition developed more 
Vigerously and extensively in’ Mexico than any 
other part ol Vinerien Montenegro's volume inelu 
some examples from the eighteenth century ated 
many from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
chosen Prom ane private collections Ile inmelu 
cles only examples of real artistic Tnportance that tell 
stories with a rieh popular tlaver chosen with the 
keen © of a painter. When the graphic present 
ation is not se intense, it is compensated for by a de 
lightfully candid text that is a direct and sponta 
Heels eX pression of the poople 


lake, for example, the one that Francisco Mejia 
clediieated to Our of Solitude in for hay 
ing suddenly cured his wife Vieenta Gareia, who had 
yone insane, Then there is one dating from October 
1760 that tells of the accident that befell the ehild 
Miguel Joseph de Vallexo, whe was run over by a 
coach, The painter captures the movement and dra 
njatic impact of the seene with true skill) An un 
usual case is that of Manuel Rojel, who was appre 
hended by a band of soldiers in TS58 and, after being 
shot and wounded by bayonets, commended himselt 
to the mereies of the Virgin and was healed 

In the same categery of miracles performed un 
der warlike conditions, we find a more recent one 
in which Pedro Cruses, a deserter from a Revolution 
ary cavalry regiment in LOLS, tells how he was cap- 


tured by “‘the men from the twelfth infantry, led by 
(seneral Martin Triana id when they put me before 
the firing squad and fired | entrusted myself to the 
Most Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Mother of the Me 
sieans, and when they all left me for dead 1 rose 
alive at dawn. She performed the miracle beeause 
she so willed, and | also fulfill my promise, because 
fam aman of my word. Second Captain Pedro Cru- 

Thus we see a parade of a little political histois 
ranging from falls 
from seaftfolds to intestinal infections, typhus, and 
operations for gall stones. Dut the basie element we 


ane a deal elimieal history, 


see in these simple and delightful tales is the pious 
spirit of a people that knows how to put art at the 
service of its beliefs and its ideals. This has been a 
primary factor in making Mexican art survive through 
the centuries with exceptional strength 

In a brief prologue that constitutes the only tech 
nieal text in the book. the author speaks of the poe 
tic and magical feeling of these primitive artisans 
of painting. But he does not venture to formulate 
a stylistic or historical scheme to assist. possible fur- 
ther investigation of this rich spring of tradition. The 
book limits itself to tempting the studious reader, 
through reproductions that are not always clear, to 
analyze for himself these expressions of the most le- 


vitimate folklore 
1G S. 


THE LONG RUN. By J Bigelow Clerk 309 pp. New 
Yok: Coward McCann. 


HE hero of this book of tough adventure in Me- 

xico is amoral, resourceful and hard-boiled——a 
man of wry humor amd! violent temper, nasty in sa- 
loons, often surly, always blunt, and as likable a 
character as ever you will meet. Bill Taggart. re- 
minds you a little of Prewitt, the sentimental bugler 
of James Jones’ book, and a little of Hollywood. From 
the first page, doom is camped on his back like the 
Old Man of the Sea, 

Taggart, talsely accused of murdering a Negro 
in Georgia, is jailed and systematically whomped by 
the local police Ile escapes murdering his chiet tor- 
mentor in the process, and hies to Mexico. In an un 
inquisitive area of that lush land he is for a time sate; 
but he has a knack for manufacturing trouble that 
can't be beat 

He makes an enemy of the American eonsul in a 
seacoast town and an enemy of the consul’s lady 
friend, a paranoid-type humorless woman named Har 
riet. Part of Harrier’s hate for Taggart is due to her 
awareness of his restrained passion for Jane, her 
brother's wife. Jane and her husband are good peo- 
ple, Taggart observes; Harriet is their vicious perse 
eutor, and Taggart, in his good-natured, terrifying 
way, decides to help them 
for money for his departure and takes on this, and 


Ile postpones his quest 


another, job of Taggartian justice 

There is more than a hint of plot-determination 
in **The Long Run,’’ but the author’s gift for stark 
and moving dialogue, his charaeter-sketeching, his hu- 
morous touches, and his deseriptions of natural beau- 
ties and manmade squalor lead vou to feel that the 
hook is not only a elassie in the field of derring-do 
in exotic places but stands high in eny company. You 


should read it 
R. L. 
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MADE IN MEXICO: The Story of Country's Arts PROMISED LAND. By Joen Lowell. Wlustrated by Bar- 
and Crafts By Pa:ric'e Fent Ros. Illustrated from photo- beara Conigen. 213 pp. New York and Boston: Duell, 
«ag and with drawings by Carlos Merida. 329 pp. Sloen & Pearce and Little, Brown & Co 
ew York: Alhed A. Knopf 
T © that miniseule band of travelers tortun 
U UDERLTING all the volumes in the °* Made ate enough to have heard Joas Lowell tell the 
= series runs the basie theme that under almost ineredilbe tale of how she and her husband 
standing of the people of any country comes in part pioneered a road into the heartland of Brazil's Goiar 
from knowing how they live and what they make state. her book about that adventure comes as a dis 
That theme brilliantly stated in Mrs. Ross’ ** Mace appointment. This is a pity, sinee few modern women 
in Mexieo"’ which replaces Susan Smith's charming have a more superlative story of suceess-crowned ad 
little book of the same title, now out of print. This venture to tell . 
hook is intended for an older age-group and is much 
fuller in treatment than was that earlier study 
The author, an instructor in the Department of life began, me 
Anthopology at Mexico City College, discusses the riean cruise in 1935. She fell in love with the ship's 
fine and the popular arts of Mexico, from the awe- captain, and he with her, To prove herself a worthy 
‘*mate’’ to doughty Captain Bowen, she lived a yeat 
port of San 


This amazing pioneering episoe in Miss Lowell's 
romantically enough, during a South Ame 


seme pre-Columbian pyramids to the straw and pot- 
tery toys of today, from seulpture to cookery, even on a remote beach, south of the eoffee 
reli- tos, waiting for him to come and get her, (Tle never 


including chepters on literature. medicine and 
She had to go back to the States, where they 


gion. Not only does she trace their origins and tra did. 
ditions but she gives further perspective by relating were married, 
them to parallel developments in the great stream of Then they went to Brazil together, with little 
Her emphasis upon born the Indian's tri- capital andl slim prospect of ever earsing much more 
traditions and his Pegg imtividuality = pare until they were offered a’ job This task was to chop 
ularly iHuminating. Wide in range, precise amd eo- and hew, with what labor they coulil find, a one hund 
lorful = detail, this is an exciting Sook for any young red-mile road into the backlands state of Goiaz. The 
pa interested in the arts and it should pre - help- reward on completion of the road, sone three years 
fol as an introduction for adults, too. later, was land—thonsands of aeres of land that is 
EL.B. now, a decade after their arrival in) Brazil, produ- 
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cing coffee and riee and providing a home for these 
restless adventurers 

Their struggle into the interior and their first 
sight of their future homestead is pieterially report 
ed 

We continued up the mountain and rede along 
the ridge. To the west, curling in an agonized effort 
to reach the Toeantins, one of the affluents of the 
Amazon, was the Rio das Almas *** river of souls 
It was so named heeause of treacherous currents and 
rapids that had claimed thousands of lives of slaves 
panning gold curing the rush 

“To the south and west from the mountain ridge 
Hundreds of miles ot 


we could see our frontier 
** * we stood 


hardwood forest covering rich red earth 
thrilled, waxing at 


A natural-born story teller, Miss Lowell has not 
always in the past kept that gift within bounds ot 
striet accuracy. Those who remember her successful 
(but controversial) book, Cradle of the Deep”’ 
may wonder if she is not leaning backward here to 
eseape the eharge of writing The sobriety 
with which she tells this story suggests that she has 
tried harl to stick to the facts. This, however, bas 
had its cost. Although a new mellowness has enhan- 
ced her ceporting (especially in her gentle comprehen. 
sion of tne Brazilian temperament), her over-seru- 
pulousness has stifled the writing talent that made 
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*‘Cradle’’ such rollicking reading. Since her beok 
is als pedantic and occasionally mawkish in the te! 
ling, it may prove somewhat dull to those who have 
not traveled over the dusty, red read that Miss Le- 
we'l helped te build, 


SOUTHWEST. By John Houghton Allen Illustrated by 
Poul Leune 220 pp. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Com- 
pony. 


ANKEE Gen. Phil Sheridan is famous in the Lone 

Star State for his blunt assertion that if he 
owned hell aad Texas he would sell the latter and 
dwell in the former. tu this volume of exciting Me- 
xiean border tales, John Houghton Allen, a Texas 
native, is more bitter than Sheridan. 


He writes of the tertuous brush and prickly pear 
world that lies in the sun north of the Rio Grande 
between Garede and the Gulf of Mexieo. Sad because 
the men and the land of today don't measure up te : Ss 
the glories of boyhood memories the author sees the 
region as a brutal country, a dead world in whieh 
the people have gone sour. Even the oil wells don't 
help. Allen. though bern te 60,000 Texas acres, has 
esenped to California, and he contends that the bear- 
ah'c way to see the Southwest is through the bottom 
of a a'ass. But the brooding is mostly a process of 
kneading fine yarns from a memory of heroie days. 


Allen ws an artist and poet. By the time he was 
20 years old, he was studying art in Paris, but much 
of his youth was spent with strong, dark men wrest- 
ling tough euttle in mesquite and eaetus, Around 
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camp fires deep in the brush he heard tales from old 
men and soung adventurers. He has retold the sto- 
ries—of vaqueros, of revolutionaries, of alluring 
sefioritas, of hot blood and honor—in poetie prose that 
captures and bolds the mood and intensity of the bor- 
der and its pasteral people 


There's « story of the author's great-unele who 
fought in the Jost cause of the Confederacy and fled 
across the border and joined up witn the lost cause 
of Maximilian There’s one about Little Blood, the 
eold, ruthless right-hand man of Pancho Villa. Here, 
too, are sketches of frontier soldiers of fortune, of 
adventures in the bull-ring at Nuevo Laredo, of life 
at a eavairy post, of a cowhand’s sunbitten routine 
on the open range. 


The fifteen tales are linked together by the au- 
thor’s role as brooding minstrel and some fine licks 
of contrasting the violent past and the soft present. 
This is not a routine fare of blood and thunder but 
a collection of artistically drawn sketches of border 
Mexieans, with a background of Spanish blood and 
Spanish imusie. Allen knows Mexieans and he has 
drawn their character with revealing clarity. One 
wonders why such an excellent story-teller waited 
until his forty-third year to write his first book 
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Current Attractions 


“THE COLOR OF OUR SKIN” 
Se the old Teatro Colén, one of the few sur- 


viving landmarks of the gay Porfirian era, 

reopened its doors as a drametic playhouse some 

months ago, its progress—agreeably surpris- 
ing to such time-hardened sceptics as myself—-has 
been marked both by material and artistic success. 
Obviously, this suecess must be attributed to the three 
indispensable elements of theatrical enterprise—i. e., 
good plays, capable actors, and a responsive audict- 
ce. That is to say, the combination of the first two 
elements produced as a logical result) commensurate 
publie support. 

And that leads us to the optimistic conclusion 
that our dramatic stage, after long years of inanition, 
ix undergoing an actual revival, that Mexico is at last 
evolving a valid native stage. What indeed can be 
a more convineing augury than the fact tha’ ouite a 
large number of people are disposed nowadays to pay 
their admission even to such an ancient and melan- 
choly auditorium as the Teatro Colon in order to en- 
joy a good play? And is it not reasonable to assame 
that publie response will be even more widespread 
when the various dramatic playhouses which are nov 
being built in this city are open for business? 


We will soon have several adequate playhouses, 
and that will undoubtedly prove a great help. But 
what is even more important: we already have a pub- 
lie, a considerable number of thoroughly capable ac- 
tors, and at least three or four authors who can write 
satisfactory plays for an adult audience, who are 
not afraid to deal truthfully and realistically with 
Mexiean themes, and who seem to have a clear notion 
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By Vane C. Dalton 


of what a Mexican theatre should be. It is, in faet, 
due to the efforts of these counted few playwrights, 
who have the courage to defy outworn custom and 
diseard motheaten fraditions, that an authentie Me 
xiean theatre ix being created 


Although each of the various plays produced in 
recent months at the Teatro Colén deserves praise, | 
believe that the current play at this theatre, ‘‘ El Co- 
lor de Nuestra Piel,’ Color of our Skin’’) by 
Celestino Gorostiza, is net only the finest of them al! 
but is one of the finest plays by a Mexican author 
I have seen to date. Here is a play developed with 
excellent craft, entirely convineing in characteriza 
tion and plot, whieh fearlessly unwinds a theme of 
widest social significance, a quotidian theme wherein 
nearly every living Mexican could take a part. 

In ‘The Color of our Skin’’ Sr. Gorostiza ap- 
proaches an aimost forbidden reala—that of the pe 
ceuliar native manifestation of race-prejudice, of the 
psychological and social effects of biological CHUSER, 
of the specific character traits stemming from the ra 
cial amalgam which comprises the Mexican folk. The 
essence of the theme is the profound effect the res- 
pective shade of the skin exerts on iudividual cha>- 
acter and existence, and the inhibitions and comple 
xes which belabor some middleclass Mexieans of mix 
ed bloods, In its broader implications, the play tends 
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tu demonstrate that the confliet between the criollo 


GARCO BATTERIES ARE BETTER (pure white Mexican) and the mestize and Indian, . 
whieh generated the almost incessant civil strife fe: 
through the first fifty years of Mexican indeperden- ; 
ce, and whieh apparently came to an end with Benito 
Juarez and the Reform, in a subtler manner continues 
tu thix day and fundamentally affeets the indivilual 
and collective life of the Mexieans 
A white skin, bloid hair and blue eyes, as Go 
rostiza points out, still define secial superiority in our 
middleclass midst, and the “‘guerite”’ is nearly always 


Last Longer Under The Most Adverse Circumstances. Specia!l the pampered member of the household, Every Lves- 
Built For the Topographical And Climatological Conditions five parent guards the secret longing that his or her 
of the Country children may, through seme atavistic throwback, turn 


out to be of fair complexion. And, as this play brings 
out, such longings may at times reach truly disasteous 


extremes 

The story of “El Color de Nuestra Piel’ invoives 
an average and in many respects typical Mexican 
middleelass family. The iather is a quite respectable 
businessman, a bank official and part-owner of a 
pharmacervtical laboratory, who worked himself up 
from very modest beginnings. Obviously a mestizo, 
he is nevertheless very proud of the pure eriollo fea- 


We use Exclusively “HYDROSET™ Lead Oxides, Genuin« tires traced in his grandfather's portrait whiel, adorns 

Hard Rubber Containers, Glass Separator Mats, and Micro. the livingroom wall. And he is also very proud of the 
porous Rubber Separators conspicuous blondness of his younger son, 

It is not Possible to Buy Better Batteries In addition to the fairskinned son there is a bLro- 

at Any Price. Our Prices are Reasonable ther and a sister whose complexions, like that of their 

The GARCO Battery Line is the Most Complete. All Types and Sizes father and mother, are of a mestizo shade. It is, how- 

for Automobiles, Busses end Trucks ail makes, including the ever, a source of satisfaction for the parents that their 

Powertul Dieses! aud Marine uy p Heavy Freche. Stationary daughter is engaged to marry a young man of supe- 

— a rier social position and a family of pure ecriollo stock. 

Manufacturers and Distributors Their contentment is marred on the eve of the ~wed- 

P R O D U C O S G A R O by the of sons. The 

. elder, a fatuous dandy and spendthrift, has just fin- 

Obrero Mundia! 595, Col. Alamos, Mexico, D. F. ished squandering two hundred thousand pesos of his 


father’s money on a harebrained projeet to produce 

motion pietures which never emerged from its con- 

paemencae versational stage. The fairskinned younger brother, 
You will find the Most Beautiful impudent, pereocious, with a premature talent for pet 
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ty and shady manipulations, finally perpetrates a jo’ 
that brings diserace and ruin to the family. Thars, 
in the midst of this havee, the complete story is 
brought te light 


The pet b'ond of the family whe resorts te 
suicide in the end- turns out to be the product of 
adultery esamitted by his mother with her 
Lausiness partner and lifelong friend—a foreigner of 
vadivuleed nationality whom, fron his name of Ze 
yer, we take te be a German. Ut seems that she had 
vielded to this aberration not so much beeanse of love 
was prompted bw her lengings te We olfer to our many friends of the Anglo-American Co- 
lony the most extensive choice of the finest in native and 
imported meats. turkeys. geese. ducks an.) suckling pigs. 
And you will find no finer assortment anywhere of ham. 

bacon. salami. cheese. butter and conserves. 


hut beeause she 
a fairskianed ehild 


The denovement brings forth its implicit mecral 
The devehter whose engagement had been broken 
ff by the aristocratic fiancee as result of the scan lal. We fially invite you te visit us. 
perceives that she had been erroneously guided by assured that we can please you. 
ambition and pride rather than veritable affinity or . 
ffeetion and discovers that she is actually in love AM. to PM. and 
with a thoroughly honorable, competent and in every 
way desirable young man, chief chemist in her fa- Telephones: 24-51-21, 32-12-27 
ther’s laboratory, of a decidedly dark complexion, OUR BEST PERSONAL ATTENTION. 


who, incidentally, discloses that he is the sen of an MODESTO MARTINEZ & BROTHRES 


indian servant woman and an unknown father-- the 


master of a household where she had been employed A P fy REIN A 44 


Gorostiza wrote a very good, a highly challeng- 
ing and significant play, which received full justice MEAT MAREET 
from the cast of exeellent performers, headed bv Isa- 
RICARDO CASTRO & VERDI Col. Guadalupe Inn 
bela Corona, Clara Martinez. Miguel Angel Ferriz 
Villa Obregén. D. F. 


and Fernande Mendoza 
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Art and Personal Notes 


A N exposition of works by the noted Mexican paint- 
er Kamon Alva de la Canal is being offered at 
this time by the Libreria Juarez (Avenida Juarez No. 
102). Alva de la Canal was one of the leading pion- 
eers in the development of modern mural art in Me- 
xico, having painted his first mural, titled “‘The Con- 
quest,”’ in the vestibule of the old Colegio de San 
lidefonse building in 1922 

In 1924 he decorated the interior of the gigantic 
monument to Morelos—the work of Guillermo Ruiz 
on the Island of Janitzio in Michoacan, developing 
the story of the great patriot in a series of fitty and 
sume odd panels. In 1946 he exeeuted a group of im- 
pressive murals on the subjects of war, peace and 
humanity, in the building of the Naval Shops in the 
Lomas de Chapultepec. 

For the present exhibition the artist gathered 
fifty-seven paintings in vil, water color and pastel, a 
group of drawings and a collection of photographs 
of his murals. 


HWE National Library (Corner Isabel la Catolica 

and Avenida Uruguay) is showing at this time 
paintings by the young and promising local artist 
Carlos Alcibiades Merida. The show is given under 
the auspices of the National University of Mexico. 


T HE Anglo-Mexican Cultural Institute (Calle de 

Panueo No. 10) is presenting an exhibition of 
paintings and drawings by the Jamaican artist Par- 
boo Singh who for some time past has heen working 
in Mexico 


A LARGE and unusually interesting collection of 

painiings in oil, tempera and water color, as well 
es some clrawings and prints, by the distinguished ar- 
tist Angelina Beloff, may be seen at the Galeria de 
Arte Mexicano (Calle de Milan Ne. 18). 
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ALON de 'a Plastica Mexicana (Calle de Puebla 

No. 154) is exhibiting during this month a varied 
collection of works by the following contemporary 
Mexican painters: Rufino Tamayo, Carlos Qrozeo Re 
mero, Ricardo Martinez, Guillermo Meza, Federico 
Canta, Luis Nishizawa, Feliciane Pefia and José Cha 
vez Morado. 


P RINTS on Mexican themes by the gifted Belgian 
artist Suzanne Daco comprise the very interesting 
eurrent exhibit at the Galeria Arte Moderne (Piaza 
Santos Degollado No. 
Jointly with this exhibit, this gallery is showing 
a group of recent paintings in oil by Mariane Pare 
des 


+) ORTRAITS, landseapes and still life in oil, care- 

fully drawn and smoothly painted, the work of 
Alfredo Guizar, were offered last month by the Cireu- 
lo de Bellas Artes de Mexico (Avenida Juarez No 
58). Following this exhibit. this gallery is presenting 
a group of paintings on a variety of themes, likewise 
of a conventional stamp, by Pablo Almela. 


HE Mexican-North American Cultural Institute 

(Avenida Yucatan No, 63) is sponsoring an exhi- 
bition of photographs taken in Mexico by Edwin Boyd 
Johnson. 


Previous to the last World War, Mr. Johnsen was 
a painter, graduate of the Chicago Art Institute and 
student at the National Academy of Design in New 
York, Ecole de la Grande Chaumier in Paris, and the 
Kunstgewerbeschule in Vienna. As a mural artist he 
deeorated various United States Post Office buildings, 
schools, hospitals and other public edifices, 

During the war, he served three and a’half years 
in the Navy in the South Pacifie, and it was during 
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that time that he became interested in the art possi- 
bilities of photography. Near the end of the war, he 
was given the opportunity to photograph a series of 
subjects for the U.S. Navy and the Military Govern- 
ment of Okinawa. 

The photographs Mr, Johnsen presents in his cur- 
rent show reveal an imaginative approach to Mexican 


sights an! a high technical skill 
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He ate his mid-day meal in one of the cheap restau- 
rants in the vieinity of the post office, and his sup- 
per, again consisting of coffee and rolis, in his flat. 
Once a week he allowed himself the luxury of a pie- 
ture show in one of the cheaper neighborhood thea- 
tres, and upen mueh rarer occasions of a glass of beer 
in a corner cantina. His evenings he usually spent 
sitting in his flat pursuing the columns of an afternoon 
paper, reading it entirely from the first to last page, 
ineluding even the avertising. Thus, beyond the in- 
evitable and superficial associations at his work, the 
hewspaper contact with reality. his 
total withdrawal it yet enabled him to vicariously 
participate in the life around him. 

Poor in worldly goods and poor in spirit, Saldivar 
enjoyed the rare privilege of complete serenity, of 
freedom from unrest and yearnings. Life had become 
with him an inalterable sequence; it had assumed a 
definitive pattern. [It was a tranquil immutable pro- 
cess instinctively shielded from any disruption of 
change. Years back, of course, there had been a pe- 
ried of youthful unrest. There had been no fixed or 
driving ambition, but there were yet the normal erav- 
ings for fulfillment——a woman’s love, children, a home, 
possessions—vague eravings which were gradually 
quelled and effaced by repeated minor frustrations, 
obliterated in a final acquiescence. 

At forty-seven Saldivar had safely outlived his 
flight and achieved his perfect refuge from a reality 
which he could never fully comprehend or cope with. 
He had found his peace and safety in treading along 
a fixed quotidian rut without the slightest urge for 
deviation. And now this refuge had been suddenly 
invaded and his peace imperiled by the intrusion of 
the man who sat on his bed staring at him wildly with 
seething chaos in his eyes—the intrusion of devasta 
ting torment, of an ultimate reality from which neither 
could escape 


was his sole 


And at last, in answer to Saldivar’s repeated 
auery, ‘*What made you do it?’’ the man seemed able 
to form and utter words, at last he could talk if only 
te express his inner chaos. 

‘LT could not make her stop. She went on shoui- 
ing. Went on saying things. U gly words. | pled with 
her to stop... | reasoned. . I begged her... Put she 
went on shouting ugly words... saying things that 
cut me like a knife. 

“*L came back to her. Came back after a long 
time to find her. Four years. Bracero. Laboring in 
the United States. They allowed me six months. But 
1 walked off when the time was up and lost mvself 
end stayed on. Picking cotton in Texas. Working 
heets in Colorado. Digging ditches in Kansas. 1 stav- 
ed on. T ran away from her, and T exme hack beean- 
se... because | thonght I eould not do without her. 
Your vears. Always bore her inside. Loneliness. Noth- 
ing there. I left my woman, my two children, to run 
AVENN 


“Her children?’’ Saldivar asked. 
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“No. My children. My wife and my children in 
Colima. I left them to go away with her, Long ago 
We came here to the city. And it was all right for a 
time. We got along, Then it got spoiled. It was no 
good. | did not go back te my weman in Colima 
Lost that. No place to go back. So | went away as 
bracero. | went away, but she was always with me 
No women there for a man like me. Thought | would 
forget. But she was always with me 


“So T came back. Went everywhere looking for 
her, days and days, till | found her. She was glad 1 
eame back. It seemed all right. | brought some mvo- 
ney with me. We forgot the past and made a new 
start. | found work. It seemed all right.’ 


The man’s talk was less labored now. In striving 
to recall and narrate the past, he seemed to be emerg- 
ing from the chaos. His thoughts were assuming cohe- 
rence. “Yes. We were getting along for a time. So 
long as it was new and we lived for the present. So long 
as we kept the time we had been parted out of our 
minds. The four years | had been away. But it caught 
up with us. We could not erase those years. We were 
both jealous of the time we had been apart. It came up 
between us like a... like a black cloud. We kept our 
suspicions hidden. But they were always there. How 
did you live?’ Who were you with? What really went 
on in that time? There was no reason for it. 1 lost her; 
1 gave her up when | went away, ard now we were 
again together, and that was enough. But she could ne- 
ver forgive me for having abandoned her, nor could I 
rid my mind of these questions. They would come up of 
a sudden and spoil evervthing. What difference does 
it make? | asked myself. You eannot undo things 
You had her, and then veu did not want her any 
more, ard then you found out that you had always 
warted her and you eame back and she took you in 
Sut in having come ba&k she heeame the stronger, You 
admitted to her that she won and you gave her the 
upper hand. You see—-a man cannot give a woman 
the upper hand. When he does he is lost. He is not 
himself any more. He does not own himself any more, 
and he is no longer free.’ 


As the man talked on he seemed to be guining 
calm, freeing himself of the turmoil. He now spoke 
almost with normal ease, fluidly, halting only to clear 
up a thought, driven by an eagerness to tell every+ 
thine, to rid himself of it, to tell the whole story that 
would explain his deed. The pallor of dawn sieved 
into the room and vet the man talked on 


And as he listened, Saldivar, plunged into a stark 
reality he had never known, torn away from his de 
tachment and rendered not merely a witness but a 
participant in a devastating tragedy, likewise emer- 
ged from the chaos. What he beheld hurled him out 
of his inertia; it gave him a feeling of throbbing life 
he had never known: it lifted him out of emotional 


death. 


tonight,’’ the man continued, was like 
many other nights. We were quarreling, and I could 
not make her stop reviling me, and the more I tried 
the uglier she got. I went on telling her to shut up. 
but she kept it up. Then my patience was gone. 1 
grasped her and threw her on the bed, and put my 
hand over her mouth to make her stop; but she bit 
my hand, and I clasped her throat with the other hand 
and pressed hard. saying ‘shut up, shut up, shut up,’ 
pressing harder all the time, not knowing what I was 
doing. feeling nothing in me but the need to make 
her shut up, and when I released her I saw what [ 


had done."’ 
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It was daylight when Saldivar finally rose from 
his chair and commenced putting on his clothes. Now 
everything was clear. lle sensed a strange new calm, 
almost an elation, for life had brought to him its first 
great trial and he had been able to face it and solve 
it 


They lett the flat a few minutes later and walked 
through the bedraggled tenement eourt and down the 
street, walking all the way in silence, save tor the 
man's murmured words when they reached the doors 
of the nearest police station: “It is good of you to 
be helping me now, bringing me here. Maybe | would 
not be able to «lo it myself 


paced firms as they went inside 


The Mayas and Their Architecture... 
Continued from page 21 
in India and, through the Moors, eventually tound its 
way to Burepe and te us. And while dark rumors 
were being spread about the streets of the ‘Eternal 
Citv’’ that it was Nero who had set fire to the place 
and that he ‘‘plawed his tiddle’’ while watehing the 
conflagration, the people of Uaxaetun (pronounced 
Wah-shacktoon’). in’ what is now Guatemala, were 
arving dates of astronomical import on tablets of 

Soon rivaling that city ino importance were Co 
pan in tlonduras, Palenque in the Mexican state of 
Chiapas, and Tikal and Quirigua, both in Guatemala 
rhis period of culture has long been spoken of as the 
Old Empire, a designation somewhat confusing both 
as to time and tvpe, tor Yueaton. center of the ‘New 
Empire.’ was occupied during that same early pe- 
ried, though only as a provineial region, Dr, Sylvanus 
(i. Morley, noted authority on the Mayas, clarifies the 
implied political confusion by describing the Old Em 
pire as ‘probably net so much a political entity as a 
cultural unit, like the ancient city-states of Greece, 
Athens, Sparta, and Corinth, or the city-states of Ita 
ly in the Renaissance, Venice, Genoa, and Florence.”’ 
These cities were, therefore, a rather loosely associa 
ted group oof communities, separately governed, but 
enjoving a culture common to them all 

For several centuries they flourished. In the be 
winning, the ancestors of the builders of these cities 
had come down from the north—from the gulf coast 
and from the plateau of Mexico. Perhaps some of 
them were descendants of the builders of Cuieuileo. 
Karthquakes and voleanie eruptions may have been 
the cause of their move southward. Others probably 
moved down from the shores of the gulf. where the 
recent discoveries indicate oeeupation at a date ear- 
ier than any vet known farther south. Passing through 
the be ttleneck of the Isthimus ot Tehuantepee, many 
tribes must have been brought together to tuse into 
that civilization whieh already had an amazing ealen 
dar when first we hear of them. 
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Then sometime during the eighth century they 
stopped building temples and palaces. Gradually they 


moved out and northward to the peninsula of Yueatan, - 
leaving their cities of stone and their cultivated fields 
to be choked by the jungie. Why? Civil war. disease VAS La 
earthquakes, climatic changes, famine are reasons 
which have heen suggested. The gradual exhaustion 
of the soi! is believed by some authorities to have 
been the major reason; and it seems the most plausi 
ble explanation. Thus, if the last was the ease it was 
agriculture that had made possible those magnifiecnt GENOVA 56 MEXICO, 6, D. F. 
cities, and it was the eventual failure of agriculture Tel. 36 - 48-35 
there that caused them to be abandoned 
The country in which these cities had been built 
lies far bevond that barrier which literally cuts Me : 


xieo in halt, in a lowland overgrown with dense tro a NG a 
SSS 


pical forest. ‘lo plant the erops it was necessary te 
clear a patch of forest by felling and burning the 
trees, Even then it was necessarv to battle with the 
weeds which grew as rapidv as the maize; and after 


two or three seasons a field was abandoned in favor 
of clearing another pateh of forest. This meant an 
everwidening circle at clearings fo the milpas feaorn 
fields), getting ever farther awav from the ceremonial 
centers After continuous repetition. even the forests 
would net grow again and the one-lime jungle, clear 
ed for eornfields, had to be abandoned to the e@rass 
which was all the soil would suppert. The amazing 
thing is that the Mavas, in that unfavorable country, 
were as persistent as thev were in their agricultural 


puesnits, their nsequent arehitectare, and heir mag 


nifieent cities 


OL 


The land to whieh they moved is a flat simestone 
plain, a reeent coral peninsula not unhike Florida 
covered with a dense low forest. Quite unlike the 
country of the Rubber People. there are no rivers 
and but tew Jakes. The chief sources of water are 


large natural wells known as cenotes where the sur 


face limestone has broken through to a subterranean 
water level 


Peside these cenotes the cities had been built, in 
order that the inhabitants might have an assured sup 


ply of water. The mest famous of these cities had 
two such wells, each about 200 feet in’ diameter, se 


that in addition to an ample water supply there was 


a well left over which was later held sacred and used 


only for ceremonial Purposes Because of these wells 


the tribe, known as the Itz4, which settled there na 
med their city Chichen Itza, which means ** Mouths 
of the Wells of the Itzé.’’ 

The people migrating from the south settled in 
those watered places already inhabited as provincial 
outposts during the earlier period of culture. Although 


their recovery in northern Yueatén at first was slow, 
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ers of nature played such an important part in their 
daily life—in fact, in their very possibility of life—-led 
to the adoption of ceremonies and is responsible for the 
overwhelming importance of the ceremonial architee- 
ture and the planning of great architectural complexes 
devoted to that end. Especially during the period of 
the Old Empire, the Mayas show a keen conception of 
the value and beauty of architectural order in the ar- 
rangement of their buldings. All of the important ei- 
ties of that earlier period reveal carefully planned re- 
ligious centers and in many instances plots of ground 
which had been earefully graded before construction 
was begun. Copan in Honduras is a particularly fine 
example 

These cities were not citadels (almost no signs of 
fortifications have been found), and beeause of their 
emphasis as ceremonial centers, residential architectu- 
re took a decidedly second place. The dwellings of the 
people, forming a fringe around the ceremonial center, 
were simple huts of adobe or wattle and adobe, with 
roots of thatch 

The typieal city of that period was built around 
a great plaza or square, at one end of which a large 
terraced mound served as a base for temples, each 
on a pyramidal substructure of its own, In addition 
to the temples were palaces for the rulers, monasteries 
for the priests, nunneries for the temple maidens, and 
astronomical observatories, all built of stone, covered 
with a thick layer of stucco, and painted in brilliant 
colors 

In the plaza stood beautifully seulptured mono- 
liths stelae), some of them as high as twenty-five feet, 
earved with figures of priests and warriors and cover- 
ed with religions symbols. These monuments had a de- 
finite calendrieal as well as religious significance. hav- 
ing been erected at periodic intervals (usually ten 
years) to commemorate the principal events of the pre- 
vious deeade 

During the first centuries of the New Empire in 
Yueatan the architecture seems to have continued on 
the principles of the earlier period, although some dif 
ferences nad begun to be evident. There were similar 
civie centers and similar temples built on pyramidal 
bases, but less attention was paid to formal grouping 
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of buildings and more to architectural seulpture in 
stone. Though the ruins of cities of the Old Empire 
show evidences ot fine pyramids and temples and a 
keen conception of the art of city planning, it was in 
sculpture as an independent art that the artists had 
found their greatest expression; and it was not until 
the cities of Yucatan were developed that seulpture 
became such an important part of architecture. The 
facades of the New Empire buildings, instead 
of being covered with a thick layer of stuceo to form 
a smooth surface for painted decoration, were richly 
sculptured in geometrie patterns sprinkled with reli 
gious symbols painted in bright colors 

As during the earlier period, there were two prin 
cipal kinds of buildings—temples and palaces. The 
temples were usually placed upon the top of 
truneated pyramids built as solid masses of earth and 
rubble faced with stone. The pyramids were usually 
square, rising in a series of steps or terraces of vary 
ing number, and with a broad stairway for approach 
to the le on of the larger pyramids 
had stairways on all four The temples which 
crowned the truneated pyramids sometimes had but 
one narrow, vaulted room; sometimes there were two, 
with a thick masonry wall between, in which case the 
outer one, with several doorways served as a portico 
and the inner one served as a sanetuary, The so-called 
were usually built on low platforms and 
often irregularly pla 
rulers and 


stone 


stone 


Some 


faces 


**palaces”’ 
were simply groups of rooms, 
ced, and were probably occupied by the 
the priests. 

Structural characteristics, 
tural limitations, remained the same, as indeed they 
did throughout all of the ancient American eiviliza 
tions. The Mayas had two methods of roofing spaces 
One was the simplest form of construction, the wood 
en beam, or lintel, most of which have deteriorated 
with weather and time to such an extent that the sto- 
nes they were intended to support have fallen in ruins 
Wood lintels were often employed over doorway, in 
both palaces and temples; while the palaces were prob. 
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ably roufed by means of wood beams, though none 
have remained intact. The other roofing method, com- 
monly employed in temples, was a kind of false areh 
of stone, built at a steep angle. 

Herein lies one of the inexplicable weaknesses of 
Maya knowledge and ability, seemingly inconsistent 
with their advances in other lines, which has puzzled 
scientists for a long time. Whereas, in mathematical 
and especially in astronomical calculations they were 
far in advance of the Romans and the medievalists 
of Europe; and in architeetural decoration they were 
their equais, if not their superiors; in construction— 
in the knowledge and application of structural prinei- 
ples—they were far behind their European contempo- 
raries. While the Romans and later Europeans were 
building great arched structures and great vaulted 
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‘ sections of arches and vaults still standing. Existing 
remains indicate that a form, or centering, probably 
of wood, must have been used to hold the stones in 
place temporarily, and that the facing of the arch, 
or vault, was merely a eut-stone veneer. The indivi 
dual stones were left rough hewn and pointed on the 
inside; and the bottom faces were not even leveled 
off to rest upen the stone beneath, in order to form 
the cantilever necessary in corbelled construction. It 
was the adhesion to the mortar and rubble filled in 
as a backing, resulting in an essentially monolithic 
construction, that held the mass in place. This method 
of construction decidedly limited the span of the vault, 
necessitated walls of great thickness, and resulted in 
narrow interiors. 

The use of the false arch, which was built at a 
steep angle, and the resulting height above the exte 
rior openings gave a high entablature which served as 
an excellent field for the imagination of the seulptor 
Every advantage of this was taken, particularly Cur 
ing the New Empire, when a rather complete archi 
tectural seulpture took the place of the independent 
sculptured shafts, or stelae, of the earlier period. In 
fact, the builders went even further by extending the 
facade of a temple still higher, decorating it with 
sculpture in low relief, or sometimes building up a 
wall or erest sculptured. Sometimes these roof combs 
were solirl; in other eases they were perforated ond 
covered with stueco ornamentation, The aim was an 
imposing exterior rather than interior 
due to the heavy walls, was considerably less than the 
actual Including the the 
structure, the actual enclosed space was only a very 
small fraction of the whole. Whatever may have been 


space, which 


masonry of sub 


the mechanical prowess of their possible ancestors in 
moving huge hloeks of stone in the lowlands along the 
gulf, it is obvious that the ability of the Mayas in 
structural enginvering was decidedly inferior to their 
skill in decoration 

The carliest temples had but one narrow vaulied 
room, bot as the limited structural skill of the Mayas 
developed made to inerease 
space by building two parallel vaulted chambers with 


attempts were interior 
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greater spans to the vaults. The intermediate wall 
with its bulk of masonry made possible the developed 
‘entral roof comb, which rested directly thereon rather 
than depending upon the precarious support of the 
vault. Walls were reduced in thickness, and as the 
builders became more daring the number of openings 
was increased, At first these openings were narrower 
than the piers of masonry between them, but eventual 
ly the openings were made wider and the piers were 
reduced to the shape of a square in plan, forming an 
interesting step in the evolution of the column and 
the colonnade. The most important example of the 
extreme development of this, in which the temple 
became a building which could house a congregation, 
is the Temple of the Warriors at Chichen Itzé. It 
was not until a late period that round columns came 
into use 

In some developed examples buildings of more 
than one story were erected, but in these cases the 
second or third stories were built over a solid core, 
or, if added to an existing temple with inner rooms, 
such inner rooms were filled in before an upper story 
was built above them. This resulted, of course, in a 
setback profile in elevation. Such upper rooms natu 
rally admitted more light than inner, lower rooms, 
but the actual gain in interior space was nil. The chief 
advantage was a gain in effeet. The increased height 
perinitted a greater field for sculpture on the exterior 
and for carvings and freseoes on the interior walls 

The architeet and the seulptor must have worked 
very closely together; in facet, the massive archtecture 
of the New Empire is almost a form of seulpture 
The Maya seulptor covered any given space comple 
tely with a wealth of detail, depending upon colors 
to bring out the design, which was usually highly 
conventional, filled with religious symbolism. Since 
the Maya civilization was agricultural, their religion 
centered on the powers of nature. personified by a 
great many deities, gods of the earth, the sun, the 
moon, of wind and rain and thunder and lightning 
All of these found places on the buildings in the forn 
of sculpture. and, as interior spaces beeame larger 
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The sculptural decoration of the earlier buildings 
was realistic, Inciuding ftigures of men and animats 
which display a high degree of anatomical skill, and 
grotesque faces conceived with great imagination; but 
at a later date it became increasingly geometric, with 
a high conventionalization of such forms as serpent 
masks, until complicated religious symbolism had 
practically replaced the direct visual images 

In their sense of design the Maya seulptors were 
unexcelled. Most of their carving was in low relief, 
with groupings of interlaced figures and the deeor- 
ative use of line to fill with symbolism all space 
which would otherwise be void. Its greatest quali- 
ties lie in its feeling of fitness to the space occupied 
and in its seale and structural character; for in spite 
of its profusion Maya seulpture always preserved a 
sound sense of architecture. In perspective the Maya 
artists were far in advance of the Egyptians and 
Assyrians, to» they could draw or earve the human 
figure in frovt view or in profile, or even ik three 
quarters view, without distortions, and with a mas- 
terly hamilting of delicate contours 

Not only in pure art, but in the application of 
scientific end mathematical principles to art, the Ma- 
vas show a rether amazing advancement. The build- 
ing of th>ir astronomieal observatories in such a way 
as to obtain accurate lines of sight for their observa- 
tions is probably the best-known example of their 
application of science to architecture. But there were 
others 

In their highly developed artistry, and in their 
cultural and political development as well, the Mayas 
have been compared by Dr, Spinden to the Greeks, 
the more warlike Aztees to the Romans. From the 
standpoint of art alone, there is foundation for this 
comparison more respects than one. The Mayas 
developed architecture and senipture to a high plone, 
and used bright colors to bring out their arehi- 
tectural sculpture, as did the Greeks, and it has been 
found that they employed certain refinements usually 
credited to the Greeks alone, especially those having 
to do with the correction of optieal illusions and the 
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employment of optical “tricks” to gain effect. The Mee 

(ireeks made thew long horizontal lines, such as the ¢ 

steps of temples, slightiy convex to overcome the. et 

feet of sag wm the midule. which long horizental Peotland 4 
nes give; and in their temple inscriptions they made 

the letters of the upper tines slightly larger than ° 
those of the lower so that they would all appear of favorite 
one size when viewed from below. In these subtle 

ties the ‘ireeks were not in advance of the Mayas 40 

In his survey of the Nunnery at Uxmal, Frans Hien fv 

found not only that the same correction was made 3 
for the apparent sag of horizontal lines in the steps <p 
of the approach, but that the courtyards, instead of re 
being rectangular and horizontal, were built) with 

the side walls closer together at the rear than at the 

front and with the floor sloping upward toward the 

rear, a clever use of false perspective to give the im 

pression of greater depth than actually existed. In 

addition, the carvings of the facade were tilted out 

ward, for betier visibility and to take advantage ot 

deeper shadows in bringing out the relief. The im 

portance of the sun and its effeet of light and sha 

dow on the architeeture and seulpture was apparently : >] 
us well recognized by the architect and sculptor as oD @k i N N & kK 


its imporanece in the raising of crops was by the as 


trohomer , ru st W A hk R 
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war with Chichen Itza. These allics not on'y helped 
to conquer Chiehen, but stayed there to rule and add 


° SANBORNS to the glory of its architecture. Extensive cxeava- 


tion and restoration by the Carnegie Institution of 


MEXICO ! Washington has revealed much of its grandeur. The 

| carefully preconceived and orderly arrangement of 

MEXICO. D. F. ‘ the newer part of the city, and the buildings in it, 
{ the round Caracol, or astronomical observatory, the 


“CROSS ROADS OF THE Castillo, the Ball Court, the Temple of the Jaguars, 
AMERICAS” 
ved figures of warriors, and others round and built 


e up of drums a thousand of them in one temple group 
RESTAURANT - SODA FOUNTAIN | at Chiehen Itza. The sculptured ornament had ceased 


i its intrieace form of interwoven geometrical and con- 


HAND HAMMERED SILVER ventional earvings in low relief, —. took on a Vigor- 
ous, more naturalistic treatmen uge stone serpents 
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invaded the city and stood on their heads to support 

‘RE stone lintels with their tails. Quetzaleoat!, the 
PERFUMES - MEXICAN CURIOS “Feathered ol we Shall learn more, 
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CAMERAS FiLMS DEVELOPING Not only as columns, but flanking temple \irways 
and seulptured on cornices mark of his inflrence 
CANDIES AND CRYSTALWARE nd sculptured the mark of his int 


has been left. 


'ADIES’ AND MEN’S WEAR Not only new arehiteeture and seulpture, but new 


religion, new customs, new ideas helped to transform 


all show that new influence. True columns appeared, 
some of them square with the sides cov ered with ear- 


the city. Civil war had threatened its destruetion 
e It had become stagnant. Now it had beeome the lead- 


ing city of the Mayas and was having a building boom 

S A N B Q) R N S | such as tt had never had before. And everywhere 

‘ was the Feathered Serpent, the much-revered god of 

: . another tribe. The allies of a rival city had become 

Av. wiadero No. 4 México City conqueroms, The craftsmanship was still Maya; but 
{ there was a new leadership. The Toltees had come! 

- Under the stimulus of the new leadership from 

the great plateau, Chichen beeame the meeea 
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geous cloaks of jaguar skins and rich embroideries, 
adorned with plumes of the quetzal and ornaments 
of gold and jade; stately processions along the Sacred 
Causeway; and beautiful maidens thrown into the Sa- 
ered Well as an appeal to the gods to bring rain. It 
was the holy city of the empire. In its regal splen- 
dor, in its wealth of great monuments, in its elaborate 
amd colorful ceremonies, it was daxcling 

Then in the middle of the fifteenth eentury, much 
as their ancestors had done hundreds of years before, 
the last of the magnificent Mayas gave up their ei- 
ties to the jungle and the jaguar and the deer, leav 
ing behind but a remnant of their once proud eivi- 
lization; gave up their dazzling cities of stone and 
their pompous and colorful ceremonies, and straggled 
hack to the wilderness to the south, whence they Had 


Ixtepec .. . 
Continued from page 12 
There was still no other room vacant in the he 
tel, so | prepared to sit up the first part of the night 
But Pia did a most self-sacrificing thing. Ile per 
suaded a young engineer in Number 6 to oecupy his 
own bed in a private house down the street, so that 
Myers could have the engineer’s room. Pifa adamant- 
ly refused to accept money for his own night’s lod- 
ging elsewhere. He was as secretive about the place 
as he was reassuring about his comfort. As 1 undress- 
ed in the dark, so as not to attract the mosquitoes 
or the buzzards, I got a clairvoyant vision of the young 
man stretched out on the Pan-American counter, and 
I prayed he wouldn’t roll off and erack his skull. 
The next morning he was quite sound, and as cheer 
ful as usual, though he was vague about where or 
how he had passed the night 


‘ 


About three-thirtv in the afternoon, when waves 
of heat were shimmering on the asphalt streets, Myers 
and I dropped in to ea!l on the Guasti brothers, the 


leading wholesale grocers of the district. The voung- 
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er had marriel a daughter of Wilbur Barker. The 
(sUastis were blue-eyed blonds of north Italian stoek 
Forty years ago, as their parents were on their way 
to California they had paused at Salina Cruz for the 
birthing of the elder. Since business opportunities 
woked good in the thriving port, their father had de 
cided to remain. Their uncle had gone on to Los 
Angeles and had beeome the wine-maker whose trade 
name of Guasti is known across the continent. Both 
these Guasti boys hed been educated ai military 
school and college in the States, but had returned to 
the Isthmus and their father’s business 

We had just begun our conversation when an In 
than girl arrived bearing a tray with cups and sau 
cers and a pot of hot coffee nestling under a padded 
tea cozy. Every afternoon at half-past three their 
wives alternately sent coffee. They insisted that we 
join them and sent the maid back home for more cot 
lee. As the temperature was steaming hot outside, we 
regarded the idea of hot coffee dubiously. 
the elder brother said, ‘‘it stimulates vou so that vou 
forget the heat. And vou don’t perspire as much as 
when vou drink long drinks.”’ 

| recalled that | had drunk coffee on hot after 
noons in Brazil and that | had sipped it in the souks 
of Liskra at the edge of the Sahara with pleasant 
relief. So Ll eneouraged Myers to fall te The coffee 
was black and very strong, and right enough, we 
immediately felt fortified to endure the blistering sun 
and the lateness of the four o’elock train 

Later that afternoon the spanking-new station 
wagon of the airline arrived before the door of the 


airways office. It had just been unloaded at the de 


pot and serviced. ‘‘It works fine."’ said the attend 
aut whe had gone to feteh it This is something 
more like.”’ Pifla said proudfully. you like 


toe christen the ear, so te speak, bey taking the first 
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° I was delighted, though there seemed no place in 
TAKE HOME Ixtepec to drive except the mile length of the one 
ae principal street, “‘Can we go to the river?’’ | sug- 

4 vested 

‘*Almost,’’ he said. We turned down a side street, 
which was bordered with organ cacti, their green pi- 
pes bristling with a multitude of silver stilettos. These 
were the fence walls surrounding the cottages of the 
poor. Through the gatelike openings we could see wo- 
men ironing bright-colored garments on ironing-boards 
set up in the yard. 

When the road became indefinable, we left the 
station wagon and walked to a little promontory with 
a cluster of trees. Three youths in military uniform 
were huddled together and peering down obliquely at 
the river. They looked a bit self-conscious as we ap- 
proached. Down on the bank a woman was slipping 
out of her huipil, pulling it over her head. Pifia and 
I stood apart from the soldiers, like another group of 
elders spying upon Susanna at the bath. Ingeniously 
the woman slipped her skirt up over her bare torso and 
gracefully tossed it onto the bank as she stooped un- 
der the water. Pifia and I strolled dewn the slope te 
the lower bank. as if to get a better view of the de- 
elining sun, but really to get a better view of the 
bather without seeming to be interested. The reflee- 
tion of the flaming disk slashed the surface of the 
river like a livid lash on a brown back. A lone man 
appeared some twenty yards beyond us and, sitting 
on a roek, took off his clothes. He too slid into the 
DELIVERING water modestlike, with the briefest display of naked- 
ness, and began to swim out to the flame-colored 
streak. The woman did not swim, but stood up toe 


M ARIO CHAVE, her breasts in water and laved herself with eupped 
oo hands, keeping her back to the shore. 


VEASURWO 


FiTTinG 


t peu JARE. ‘‘In the early mornings the river here is full of 
men and women,’’ Pifa said, 

‘They seem to do it very modestly.”’ 

“Oh yes,’ Pifa said. men and women 
bathe in separate groups, but in full sight of each 
other. All over twelve enter the water in a kind of 
crouching position, and when they stand up out of 
the water, both sexes make gestures of hiding them- 
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selves with their hands. The men who are long enough 
hide themselves between their own legs.”’ 
As the woman's bath seemed about to terminate, 
I got my Leica ready. Just as she stood up knee-deep 
in water and turned to come out, | snapped the pie- 
ture. Only in the after-moment as she reached for 
her skirt did | realize how lovely in figure she was. 
“The Tehuanas, who are always painted in their flow- 
ing finery,’ I said, ‘‘are the only women in Mexico 
to judge by the hideous squat females of the fa- 
mous painters——who are worth painting in the raw.” 


Ma ond Junior 


Continued from page 11 


all in neat little piles on the ton of the dresser, on the 
top of the table and all over the floor: all shapes and 
sizes and each one polished until it glistened. So that 
was the way they passed their time on the island, 
Sefer, gathering sea-shells' A middle-aged man and 
an old lady. No, Sefior, it didn't make sense. I asked 


gringos umd he said if was very uncommon, so uncom- 
mon in fact that he was going to investigate himsel!, 
as he was interested in people's idiosynerasies *’ 

“Not long afterwards my gringo friend explain- 


friendly with Ma. It seems that Junie thongh 
fifty vears old, was actually only seven vears of age 


life to love excent Junior—poor seul."’ 
Acapuleo for sea-shells.”’ asked. 


much closer to where they live.”’ 
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short terms. 
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a gringe guest if such a thing was common among 


ed everything satisfactorily. He had somehow beeome 
Near Garages 


and his only joy in life was gathering sea-shells Se 
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Laundry Service within the building 
English Spoken 


once a vear Ma took him to the sea-shore to gather 


‘ sea-shells. In a month's time they gathered enough 
vea-shells to keep Junior happy the whole vear. Ma. 
of course, hated sea-shells and everything else about 
the ©en, for that matter but she had nothing else in 
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wouldn't surprise me in the least if Ma was an in- 
curable miser."’ 

‘‘Don Antonio,’’ I said, ‘‘let’s forget Ma and 
Junior and all the rest of humanity and have another 
drink. What do you say’’’ 

‘*Sefior, ax a hotel man I can never forget huma- 
nity and that’s one reason [ll have another drink.” 


Mexico's University City . .. 


Continued from page 19 


CENTRAL LIBRARY 


Housed in a tower-like strueture forty meters 
high, whose four facades are decorated with bas- 
relief scuiptures symbolizing the ancient culture and 
civilization of Mexico. It includes numerous and spa- 
cious reading-rooms, 


MEDICAL SCHOOL 


Comprises two large buildings, with classrooms, 
laboratories, and auditorium, and all requisite depart- 
ments 


OTHER STRUCTURES 


In addition to the above enucerated buildings, 
the University City will include edifices for the 
Schools of Chemistry, Odontelogy, and Veterinary 
Medicine. There will also be an Auditorium, or Mag- 
na Leetuve Hall, with a capacity for more that four 
thousand persons, as well as buildings for work-shops, 
printing plant and general services 


SPORTS 


This section will be one of the outstanding feat- 
ures of the University City. All its installations are 
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based on Olympic standards, and comprise a Practice 
Stadium, with a capacity for four thousand spectators 
and the following fields for all kinds of sports 

Three football fields with interchangeable goals 
for both seecer and American foot ball. 

Two softball diamonds 

(ne baseball diamond with a capacity for three 
thousand spectators. All these fields have an auto 
matic watering system regulated from a central con- 
trol house. 

Dressing rooms and baths for men 

Dressing rooms and baths for women 

Twelve basket-ball fields adaptable to volleyball 

Twelve tennis lawns. 

Eight fronton or front-tenis courts 

Ten fronton courts for hand cames. 

One fronton court for jai-alai with a capacity for 
3.000) spectators. 

An artificial lake for more than a thousand swim- 
mers, with an Olympic swimming pool with eight 
tracks and a pool for high diving. The pools are equip 
ped with the latest systems of purifying, heating and 
re-cireulation 


SPORT ZONE OF 


The salient structure in this zone is the great 
Olympie stadium with, as has been mentioned above, 
a capacity of 110,000 spectators, one of the largest in 
the world. 20,000 seats are under a baleony and are 
therefore in the shade. The stadium boasts the most 
modern installations for the staging of sports and 
athletic events, as well as for publie convenience. 


RESIDENTIAL ZONE FOR STUDENTS 


The residential zone for students extends over 
the southern part of the campus, adjacent to the 
Sports Practice zone. Its spacious dormitories will 
house up to 450 students each: three to a room. A 
restaurant, library, laundry and elub rooms have been 
planned for each dormitory building. It is estimated 
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that from a siudent body of sume 26,000 pupils, about 
12,000 will be in residence, 


NURSERIES 


A wide zone located on the eastern part of the 
campus has been set aside for nurseries. The object 
of these is the beautifying and reforestation by means 
of trees, shrubs and flowers of all the University City 
area. More than four hundred thousand trees have 
been planted already and there is a reserve of more 
than a million additional plants. Not only ornament- 
al trees, but fruit trees and vegetables are to be 
grown 


KESIDENTIAL ZONE FOR TEACHERS 


This will consist of a large apartment building 
surrounded by a number of on --family residences, 
providing sufficient housing for the entire teaching 
staff and employees of the University. It will have 
all the services modern life can offer 


CIVIC CENTER 


An area extending between the Olympie Stadium 
and the residential zone for teachers will be reserved 
for a civie center which will contain a market, sundry 
auditorium, theatre, and recreation park 


shops 


CAPACITY 


There is a wide enough zone held in reserve to 
permit any enlargement that may eventually be con- 


sidered necessary 


Charro... 


Continued from page 10 


men, women, children, and dogs. peso for sun, 
two for shade,’ says the ticket seller, ‘‘Both made 

Suede Garments Factory by God.” 
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As I tind a seat, the cowboys in the ring, having 
lassoed and thrown the bull are coiling rope around 
its middie. A boy, his hands bound in eloth, takes Mtl 
a firm grip of the rope. Suddenly the cowboys seat- se 
ter and run tor their horses. The bull is up. So quick 
is the hoy that his movements can't be followed. It 
takes the enraged bull less than a second to regain 
his feet, and in that split seeond the bey is on his Marselle 28 
back TELS. 11-42-81 ~ 35-88-92 

We raise a cheer—not a very big one; this is 
mere routine se far. The band is now off on its se- 
cond piece. It sounds much like the first, but the Rooms 
tempo is tasier, and the drums and symbals bang 49 
furiously Baths 

The bull tries to shake off the foreign thing on 
his back. In the stands even the spectator dogs sit 
up. One question is on every mind: Is he a dumb Swiss Management 
beast, or is there cunning under that thick hide’? In 
answer, the bull charges straight for the fence pro Small but Refined 
teeting the stands, and the cowboys perched on it ge 
over backward like a wave breaking. Then he trots : — 
along the stockade trying to brush off his tormentor, AX c E R M 10 s 
Smart buil! Round and round he goes. bucking, rear- 
ing, Smashing against the barriers. But the rider 
hangs on grimly, his only hold that repe around the 
bull's middle; his body whips back and forth like a 
tree in a gale. 

At last the bull stands still, his great sides heavy 
ig. Vietor Gomez twirls his lariat, casts, and neatly 
rings a foreleg. The other horsemen close in, and 
the boy slides off. Nobody tells him as he walks away, - =<. 
trying manfully not te stagger, that he has done well es 
Ile knows it, we all know it. 

After the bull is driven out, there is a long pau 
se. In some other entertainment it would be an in- Mexican Curios. It will pay you to pay 
termission. Here it is nothing so fermal. A round us a visit. 
has been completed (1 had arrived in the middle of - ——— 
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it), and now is the time to discuss it, to visit friends, 
to buy ices, cakes, and, in the “‘pulquerias’’ across 
the road. something stronger, 

Gomez rides below the stands, preening and pran- 
cing. The serape thrown over his saddle is the gau- 
diest here. He nods graciously here. He nods gra- 
ciously to the women, exchanges jokes with the men. 
lle stops ty talk to a few rows below mine. 
Since the man is Roberto, my gardener, | join him. 
Among the cowboys a bottle ef tequila is being pas- 
each man taking a swe. The afternoon 
and with it sobriety. Tequila fortified, 
risks, play with their lives, Gio- 


a man 


ned around, 
is Wearing on, 
the men wil! take 
mez tilts the bottle 


Don't get drunk,’ caution unwisely, 


“We are all good men here. Sefiora,’’ bellows 
Gomez, ‘and good men must get drunk,’’ A rear of 


laughter goes up from the stands at my experse. I 
am grate‘ul when a fresh bull trots into the ring. 

**Now!’’ has killed fifteen men 
im SIX Yours, know him, the little 
one and I 

The horse 
Giomez insists it brains, 
and that his ‘‘little one’’ is the 
“It takes more than human intelligence 
bull like El Negro.”’ 

In the ting El Negro is calmly 
the situaiton. The horsemen caper 
ing to tease kim to anger with their 
throwing their ropes. Wise from many 
ring, El Negro avoids the lariats with searcely 
than a step or a shake of his heavy head. The 
playing him with eapes and rags. 
The bull, feinting at another, 
turns and charges him. Where are those pretty turns 
practiced at home? Too seared to be clever, the young- 
ster streaks for the stockade. We yell, a real cheer 
this time—but is it for the pursuer or the pursued? 
The bull i, gaining, and the galloping cowboys are 
too far behind to save the bey. The horns are reach- 
ing for him when, with miraculous intuition, he sud- 
denly throws himself in the dirt and slides, rolling 


“LA ABEJA” 


cries Gomez 
this one. But we 


looks too frail to earry his buik, but 
not brawn, that counts, 
best in the world. 
to outwit a 


tuking stock of 
around him, try- 
serapes, and 
years in the 
more 
hoys 
on foot are 

One wets too close. 
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safely under the stockade with the bull snorting close 
on his heels. 

‘*Now El Negro is angry,”’ says Roberto. Aie,”’ 
what a fine *‘jaripeo!"’ 

Gomez’ lxriat snakes through the air and eatebes 
El Negro, svutfling under the fence after his eluder. 
The other cowboys lend a hand, but he struggles ma:- 
ly until, his legs hopelessly entangled, he is dewned 
Another young volunteer mounts him. 

Om his feet again, the bull sees a dozen inturiat- 
ing serapes. He pursues now one now the other. One 
reckless cowboy is making his horse dance around 
the bull in varrowing cireles. is Gomez, tull of 
tequila and bravado. El Negro suddenly wheels se 
that the boy on his back is almost torn loose, and 
the next moment Gomez is spurring his horse across 
the ring, the bull close behind. Speed is wanted now, 
not intelligence, but Gomez is too Leavy for his little 
one. El Negro grazes the horse's flank with his horns, 
and Gomes the uneonquerable sprawls in the dust. 
The nemesis of a thousand bulls rolls franticaly un- 
der the fence. 

Ignoring the horse, El Negro looks around for 
his next vietim while the band, baside itself, breaks 
by mistake mto the selection which properly belongs 
to the final contest between bull and rider 

Usually t sit on the hard bench until the sun 
goes down and the bend plays its third piece, whieh 
> means ‘Goodbye. Go with God!’ Once the weary 

five tried to get away without its adiés. Indignant 

cries from the stands recalled them. 
But for me today’s “‘jaripeo’’ is over. | have 
seen the mighty fall, only to discover that there is 
no pleasure in it. Gomez has mounted his little one 
again and sits there with only a shadow of his old 
bravado. He will ride out this ‘*jaripeo’’ and many 
another . but he will never be the same man 
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The Dogs of Ancient Mexico 


PORTFOLIO of 17 gage 36 


affection: eat bread, ears of green corn, raw or cook- 

ed meat or dead and corrupt bodies. 

E N G R A V I N G Ss They also raised in this land some dogs without 

any hair, or at least very little. Others they raised 

| that were called Xoloitzeuintli, that didn’t have any 
hair and at night they had to wrap them with blan- 

| kets; these dogs are not born like this but the little 


by the Mexican Master puppies are anointed with a resin that they call oxitl, 


and with this it makes the hair fall off, and the body 

JOSE CLEMENTE OROZCO remains very smooth. Others say that they are born 

without any hair, in the towns called Teotlizeo, y 

Toztla. There are other little dogs that they call tlal- 
chichi, short and round, that are very good to eat. 

The dogs also gave their lives in ceremonial sa- 


etchings, dry points, aquatints, erifices te spare men, as we have a note in the Rela- 
cién de Valladoid which remarks that if no slaves 
covering the period from 1935 to 1944. were at hand for the sacrifices, a dog or other animal 


s With an introduction by the critic was accepiable ax a substitute. 
sg The dog that didn’t know how to bark, called 


JUSTINO FERNANDEZ the itzeumtli, has been identified as the Canis eari- 
baeus Linu. The hairless itzeuintli still exists, but in 
(Limited to seventy-five numbered copies) reduced numbers, and its owners form a rather exelu- 
sive society among themselves. The dogs, according 
to their owners, must be treated very tenderly as 
they are very sensitive creatures, and at night they 
are often carried to sleep in their owner's bed, as they r 
have no protection against cold. Others say that ther 
possess curative powers, so this is another reason to 
Sra. MARGARITA OROZCO take the dog into the hed. 
ce A dog that has not been mentioned in ihe above 
chronicles is that called the which are 
tiny, frightened-looking dogs, whose eyes seem to bul- 


For additional information, address: 


ge out of their soekets, and have very large ears, 
which extended make them look like a bat about to 
take flight. They have different colors, varying from 
4 white as snow to black, brown, vellow, and mixed. 
° I N V I T A » § I @) N Some can be easily held in the palm of the hand, 
° and are very popular with dog lovers. 
: For Wedding Banquets, Dances, 
. Coming-out Parties. Celebrations, 
; Conventions or Lectures LEATHER - MEX 


MODESTO GUTIERREZ DIAZ 


olfers the Capital's society the 
sumptuous, elegant and spacious 


SALON AZUL Y ORO 


of the 
Club Hispano Mexicano 


with a capacity for one thousand. five hundrec diner 
or a th Equipped with a modern 
Seund System and ‘a splendid parquet dance floor. 


WE ARE DEFINITELY the 


CHEAPEST IN TOWN. - 
FACTORY OUTLET. 
Av. Juarez 64, Room 107 ‘Se &4 


First floor, Above Longchamps. 


To clothes your Child | 
7) ren with Elegance and 

q Economy—come to Me- | 
xico’s Leading Specia- 

| 

Beautiful assortment of Suits 

and Dresses—sturdy, smart. 
and perfect in workman- 


Pp. 
GIFTS and TOYS ’ 
PAY US A VISIT! 


Corn. Lépez & Victoria 
México, D. F. ‘ 


The Club Hispano Mexicano 


includes. moreover, the most .nod and el t BOWL 
ING COURTS in Latin America (14 Brunswick alleys). 
as well as ball-courts for the gumes of Pasabolo and 
Bolo» de Palma. a beautiful out-door swimming pool. 
and a splendid Restaurant. offering an exquisite daily 
table d° hote service at the extremely low charge o! 
$4.50. and a special menu for Sundeys ead 
festiv~ days at $7.00. 


We will Ue very happy to r.omit our 
estimaie for any banquet or party you 
may be p.anning. without obligation 


CLUB HISPANO-MEXICANO 


Bahia de Santc Barbara N* 26 
Telephones: 35-20-76. 16-46-00 
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Seasoned travelers sav: 


“The dependable way to travel is by train! 


There is no question about departure or arrival—the weather's always 


7 


fine aboard an air conditioned Pullman, and Mexico's steep mountain grades 
and plateau levels are all the same to the big new Diesels which are maintain- 


ing an all-time “on time” record. 


Aboard a train, each mile brings new thrills, amazing changes of sccne 
close to your eyes and as far as you can see. You can marvel at it all, enjoy 
it fully, because you ‘re unconfined, completely relaxed; cared for by the 
world's best travel experts—courteous train and diner crews. 


Travel to “air-conditioned’’ Mexico City in Pullman 
or deluxe-coach air conditioned comfort. 


NATIONAL RAILWAYS OF MEXICO 


F. Aletorre OG, de Velasco 
Generel Agent Assistant to Passenger Trafic Mgr. 


2401 Transit Tower Bolivar 19 
San Antonio, Texas Mexico City, D. F. 
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IN WARM mies the fresh fragance | 
enjoy OF 


ca 


COLOGNE 


FOR SPORT... TRAVEL AND BEACH 


PARFUMEUR A PARIS DEPUIS 1898 


FOR ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE GUERLAIN'S PRODUCTS ARE SOLD ONLY AT FIRST CLASS STORES. 
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